Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
October 19, 2009
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


Dede Steinebach, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


John Holland and Nick Lawyer 
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Orin Kendall, Pat Ingraham, Thom Chisholm, Sydne Connolly, Chris Allen, Viki Spencer, Tony Banovich, Kimberly Joner, Robert Earhart, Robert Hicks, and Cody Allstead
CALL TO ORDER:

Vice-Chairman Warren called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 9/21/09 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Steinebach)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6232-6283 AND






Claims Warrants #46357-46435 ($341,951.88)





(Steinebach/French)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None
REPORTS:
El Principal

1.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter, current student enrollment numbers, and updated the board and audience on the following elementary school issues: 
a.     Mr. Holland thanked Darlene Malmend for organizing the September 11 Remembrance Day held at the First Security Bank for the Wildhorse elementary students.
b.     Mr. Holland thanked Nick Lawyer, Larry Ballantyne, Lee Mercier, John Hamilton and the Forest Service for their contributions to Fire Safety Week.  Mr. Holland also passed around the Smoky Bear books donated to the students by the Forest Service.

c.     The elementary students have practiced bus evacuations with Larry Revier, bus contractor.

d.     Nurse Zetterberg has organized a clinic to be held on Thursday, 10/22/09, at the Wildhorse School in order to vaccinate the students in grades K-4 against the H1N1 virus.  Fifty doses of the vaccine were provided by the public health department.


Supt.


2.  Richard Magera, Superintendent, informed the board and audience that 12% of

the student body was absent due to illness.  Mr. Magera updated the board on the measures taken by the school to try and minimize the spread of the flu virus.
HS Principal

3.  Larry McDonald, High Principal, submitted a written report and updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:
a.    The ACT test will be administered on Saturday, 10/24/09, in Plains. Mr. McDonald commented that he will be interested in how well the students score on this test since they did not take advantage of the first period ACT prep class.
b. 
The volleyball game against Hot Springs was cancelled due to illness.
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c.  
Red Ribbon Week activities will be held this week including a presentation by Leo McCarthy on Wednesday, 10/21.  Mr. McCarthy started the Mariah’s Challenge and will be explaining this program to the students.  Camp Big Horn will be conducting activities in the gym on Wednesday and the annual cook-out will be held on Friday afternoon.  Mr. McDonald informed the board and audience that everyone is welcome to attend the week’s activities. 

Semester Test Exemption
4.  Principal McDonald requested the board approve suspending the semester test

exemption incentive for the first semester of the 2009-10 school year.  There has been an extreme amount of illness related absences due to the flu epidemic.  Mr. McDonald recommended that semester tests not be given this first semester and that these days be utilized as regular instruction days.  The board approved the request to temporarily suspend the semester test exemption incentive for first semester of the 2009-10 school year.
(Steinebach/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Trustees


5.  Trustee French updated the board, administration, and audience on the following issues:
a. 
Veteran’s Day is approaching and some community members have commented that they hoped the school would recognize the veterans on this day. 

b. 
Signups for the Running Start Program will be in mid-November for higher education classes offered for the winter mini-session and spring session.  Trustee French volunteered to draft written instructions for Mr. McDonald to distribute to students and parents interested in the program.  Mrs. French also requested that the students be notified of this deadline and suggested the pertinent information be included on the school’s website.  

Athletic Director

6.  Orin Kendall, Athletic Director, updated the board and audience on the following athletic department issues:

a.    Out of consideration for time, the traditional senior night presentation has been changed. The seniors and their escorts will still be introduced and a few statements will be made regarding the group of senior athletes.  Individual profiles will be included in a written program instead of being read aloud.  Mr. Kendall presented the volleyball senior night program to the board.
b.    The senior night presentation for football will be held at half-time this year due to the early game time of 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 10/23.

c.     The football team did make the play-offs this year and will likely travel to Loyola for the first round game.

d.    District tournament for girls and boys basketball will revert back to the traditional six-team tournament this year. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Substitutes

The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to approve Erin Beighey as a substitute and Crystal Engeberg as a cafeteria substitute pending the outcomes of the fingerprint background checks.




(French/Steinebach)  Passed.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Energy Retrofit Project
1.  Supt. Magera informed the board that the energy retrofit project which included the installation of energy efficient lighting and occupancy sensors has been completed.  The total cost of the project was $56,927.40 with $56,505 being funded by the Quick Start Energy Grant.  In addition, the district will receive a $14,000 (approx.) rebate from Northwestern Energy.  The Department of Commerce visited the school to inspect the completed project.  It was estimated that the district can expect a 10% - 15% reduction in electricity usage. 

Facilities Grant Project
2.  Supt. Magera informed the board that the district is eligible to receive funds for the ARRA Deferred Maintenance and Energy Efficiency Improvement program.  These funds are administered by the Department of Commerce and need to be spent by September 30, 2010.  The administration met with a representative from the Department of Commerce to discuss potential uses for this money.  It was determined that the elementary playground project, which has been in the planning stages for the past three years, would be a good fit for these funds.  Principal Holland presented a picture of the proposed playground and a proposal from Dakota Fence for the equipment.  Mr. Holland has worked with Dakota Fence in the past and was pleased with their service.  The grant money is more than enough to cover the cost of the playground.  In addition, there has been private donations made towards this project that could help pay for the installation.  It was decided that the community should be involved with the installation process and that they be well informed as to the source of funds used to purchase the equipment.  Trustee French asked what other projects were considered and Supt. Magera responded that these funds cannot be used for improvements on any athletic facilities.  The roofing project, which is too large for this source of money, has already been submitted to the Department of Commerce for possible funding by federal Legacy Funds.  The deferred maintenance funds have a lot of restrictions and must be used for existing facility improvements.  Trustee Warren mentioned the front parking lot’s drainage problems.  The board and audience discussed the positive aspects of a playground that is made available for the children of the community.  The board approved the purchase of the proposed playground equipment not to exceed $50,000.00.  



(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Section 125 Plan

3.  American Fidelity is interested in establishing a section 125 flexible benefits plan (Cafeteria plan).  A section 125 plan allows for tax-free deductions from employee’s paychecks to cover the costs of insurance premiums, qualifying medical expense, and child care.  There would be no cost to the district for this service.  American Fidelity will be providing a model resolution for the board’s consideration at the next meeting.
Food Service Server
4.  The board accepted the resignation of Margaret Lorraine Wiley as Food Service Server effective October 30, 2009.



(Steinebach/French)  Passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, November 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
