Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
November 16, 2009
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Nick Lawyer, Dede Steinebach, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Orin Kendall, Thom Chisholm, Robert Hicks, Kyle Person, Nicole Shockley, Sophia Pierini, Gabriela Pierini, Alicia Wood, Kim Prosclika, Mahala Harris, Samantha Garrison, Roni Mitch, Taylor Boles, Callie McDonald, Suzanne VonHeeder, Shannon Allen, Chris Allen, Tony Banovich, Seth Beech, Symona Wood, Nawatha Campbell, Leona Eksrom, Lenka Harris, Daphne Boles, Kimberly Joner, Della Garrison, Debbie Brown, Brandie Bache, Ben Bache, Serina Bauer, Mitch Carpenter, Jeff Revier, Christian Zigler, Cory Ovitt, John Revier, Betty Taylor, Sandy Revier, Brian Taylor, Tony Pierini, Shannon Benson, Lynn Felstet, Carol Dossett, Ken Benson, Bede Frye, Katie Deming, Doran VonHeeder, Derek VonHeeder, Cathy Emmett, Sharon Nichols, and Kristi Hanke
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
CLOSED SESSION:

Chairman Holland moved the personnel issue regarding a parental complaint to next on the agenda.  Due to individuals’ rights to privacy, Chairman Holland closed the meeting to the public at 7:02 p.m. until 9:24 p.m.  Clerk Holland was not present during the closed session.  After the meeting was reopened to the public, the board decided to accept the recommendations made during the closed session.





(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.





Supt. Magera will carry out the recommendations outlined during the closed session on Tuesday morning, 11/17.
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 10/19/09 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Steinebach)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


After Principal Holland supplied the requested information to Trustee Lawyer regarding the RTI training, the bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6284-6338 AND






Claims Warrants #46436-46520 ($406,096.13)





(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None
REPORTS:
HS Principal

1.  Larry McDonald, High Principal, updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:

a.    There have been various activities held at school including two plays, ACT testing, and the football play-off events.  
b. 
104 students in grades 8-12 made the honor roll during first quarter.

c.     Attendance for parent/teacher conferences were down in the high school this year.  The staff have discussed that the on-line PASS system that is available for parents to track their student’s progress all quarter long may have had an impact on the attendance by parents at the conferences.
d.  
ACT test results have not been received by the school.  Trustee French noted that she recently discovered that the SAT test is a better choice for students who struggle in math. 
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Trustees


2.  Trustee Lawyer congratulated the Jobs for Montana Graduates (JMG) students for their successes at the state JMG competition.  Robert Hicks, student, informed the board that he won the state JMG logo competition.   

El Principal

3.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter, current student enrollment numbers, and updated the board and audience on the following elementary school issues: 
a.     Mr. Holland reported the number of students in grades K-7 earning honor roll recognition for the first quarter and also named the students earning a 4.0 grade point average.
b.     Mr. Holland thanked the various people and businesses involved in donating their machinery, time, money, and/or supplies for the new elementary playground project.  A formal thank you was published in the newspaper.  Trustee French suggested that a community grand opening for the new playground be organized by the administration.
c.     Mr. Holland thanked Exxon for the $750.00 mini-grant that will be used to continue the usage of the Brain Pop software in the elementary grades.

Supt.


4.  Richard Magera, Superintendent, informed the board that the Department of

Commerce will be awarding funds from federal stimulus money that can be used for new construction.  The main priority for use of this money will be for safety purposes.  Supt. Magera is pursuing the possible application of these funds to build classrooms for grades K-2 on the main campus due to the safety concerns of the Wildhorse building and location.  A representative from the Department of Commerce has visited the Wildhorse school building and is aware of our concerns and intentions to apply for these funds.  Supt. Magera will meet with CTA architects to amend the facility addition plans that had previously been drafted to separate out the addition of the classrooms as an individual project.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Section 125 Plan

1.  The board accepted the proposal submitted by American Fidelity Assurance Company, as discussed during the previous meeting, to adopt a Section 125 Flexible Fringe Benefits Plan for the employees of Plains Public Schools #1 to be effective February 1, 2010.




(French/Steinebach)  Passed.


Distance Learning Update
2.  Principal McDonald submitted a written report to the board regarding the status of the distance learning program.  Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) are in place with the U of M – Western and MSU – College of Great Falls.  Mr. McDonald reiterated that dual credit will be more difficult than dual enrollment opportunities because of certification issues of the instructors.  Mr. Meredith has been approved to teach a College Algebra class through Montana Tech for spring semester at 7:00 a.m.  This class could be approved for dual credit because of Mr. Meredith’s teaching certificate through the Office of Public Instruction.  There must be 12 students enrolled in the class for it to be offered with a fee of $466.00 per course.  Mr. McDonald is trying to negotiate a lower fee with the college.  Trustee French asked if there was a reduced fee for low income families and Mr. McDonald responded that it was not discussed.  Fifteen students have expressed an interest in taking this class.  Mr. McDonald distributed a pamphlet regarding the Montana Virtual Academy and stated that they are trying to work out the various unanswered questions and concerns in order to be up and running by next year.   




Trustee French added that the FVCC winter session classes do not seem to be a viable option for our students; however, the spring class schedules for FVCC and MSU – Great Falls do have some offerings that may work with our program. 
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NEW BUSINESS:

Food Service Server
1.  The board approved Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Cathy Oliver as Food Service Server for the remainder of the 2009-10 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check. 



(Icenoggle/Steinebach)  Passed.

MTSBA Supt. Search
2.  The board briefly discussed the service offered by the Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) to assist in the search for a Superintendent after the retirement of Supt. Magera.  MTSBA assists in the advertising, background check, and hiring process of a new superintendent.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:58 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, December 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
