Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
February 22, 2011
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Nick Lawyer, Polly Icenoggle, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Thomas Chisholm, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Ron Warren

VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Mike Cole, Mike Tatum, Giorgi Malakmadze, Jonathan Tito Burbano, and Mark French
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 1/17/11 regular meeting were approved as presented with an amendment to the Policy Review section under Unfinished Business as follows:






replace the words “reviewed by” to “discussed with” the city attorney…  (Lawyer/Icenoggle)   Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for February, 2011 were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #7106-7156 AND






Claims Warrants #47843-47926 ($364,674.26)





(French/Lawyer)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:
None
REPORTS:
EL Principal

1.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter and current student enrollment numbers to the board.  Mr. Holland presented the new math textbook series for grades 6-8 to the board as was selected by the committee of teachers and the principal.  
HS Principal

2.  Larry McDonald, High School Principal, updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.    Several students took the competitive American Math Exam; however, the results have not yet been received. 

b.    The Juniors took the Montana University Writing Assessment Exam.  This test, which is used for college placement, was free of charge to the students.
c.     Try-outs for the spring play were held earlier in the day.

d.     The boys and girls basketball teams both qualified for the   divisional basketball tournament.  The Venture Inn in Libby complimented the basketball players on their behavior while staying at their hotel during the district basketball tournament.

e.     Mr. McDonald reported that there is a low number of students interested in playing football next year.   A meeting with the parents is tentatively scheduled for Monday, February 28 to discuss the following options for the 2011-12 football season: cancel the season, play the games as scheduled, or play a junior varsity schedule.  Mr. Mike Tatum informed the board that he has applied for the interim head football coach position and has been talking with the students.  Mr. Tatum informed the board that 23 boys have confirmed that they will be playing football next year and 3-4 more are still considering whether or not to play.  Most of these participants are young and/or inexperienced.  Mr. Tatum stated that this season will be focused on gaining experience and will be a re-building year.    Mike Cole, who will be holding the athletic director position in the following year, recommended 
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       pursuing a junior varsity schedule due to safety concerns.  An emergency request to co-op with Thompson Falls can be submitted as long as it is submitted before April 1; however, one-third of the students stated they will not play if the district decides to co-op.  Trustee Lawyer suggested considering offering soccer instead of football in the future.
Supt.


3.  Supt. Chisholm updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.    Supt. Chisholm thanked Mike Tatum for offering his time to assist with the football program and coach on a one-year basis.  Supt. Chisholm also commended Mr. Tatum for being realistic about the potential outcome of the upcoming season and for keeping the best interest of the students in the forefront.

 b.   The drama students won the state competition for their performance of “Our Diamond” and qualified to compete at the national level on June 17-24.  The drama department will be performing “Our Diamond” in several locations in order to raise money to attend the national competition.  Supt. Chisholm commended the coaches and students, along with Student Director Taylor Boles, for their achievement.
c.    Three wrestlers qualified for the state tournament this year.  Kenneth Beech placed third.  Supt. Chisholm congratulated Kenneth for being the first student from Plains High School to place at state all four years of his high school career.
d.    Supt. Chisholm offered the use of the gym on April 7-8 to the public pool committee for its fundraising event.  Trustee Lawyer mentioned that the school could possibly contract with the city pool to use it for physical education classes during September to assist in their fundraising efforts.
e.    The booster club is considering purchasing stairs and handrails for the gymnasium bleachers.
f.     Supt. Chisholm informed the board that the “moo clause” is currently in place for Mr. Holland.  Mr. Holland’s schedule may be slightly altered during February and March.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Volunteer Track Coach
The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve Ethan Harvey as a Volunteer Assistant Track Coach for the 2010-11 school year.

(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jr. High Track

1.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Larri-Jo Ovitt as the Junior High Track Coach for the 2010-11 school year.




(Steinebach/Icenoggle) Passed.

Sub Custodian
 
2.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve Jim Largent as a substitute custodian pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.
(Lawyer/French)  Passed.
J.H. A.D.

3.  The hiring of the Junior High Athletic Director for the 2011-12 school year was tabled until the next board meeting.



(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.
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Fall Coaches – H.S.
4.  Supt. Chisholm requested that the junior high volleyball coaches be removed from the list of recommended hires at this time.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Mike Tatum as Interim Head Football Coach, Kim Earhart as High School Head Volleyball Coach, Whitney Tanner as High School Assistant Volleyball Coach, and Tony Banovich as the unpaid Head Cross Country Coach for the 2011-12 school year.



(Lawyer/French)  Passed.

Fall Coaches – J.H.
5.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Orin Kendall

as the Junior High Assistant Football Coach and Gena Ferlan as the unpaid Junior High Cross Country Coach for the 2011-12 school year.
(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.


Substitutes

6.  There were no recommendations made for substitute approval. 

Calendar Adoption
7.  The board accepted the 2011-12 school calendar as presented and recommended by both employee unions with a starting date of August 25, 2011 for the teachers and an ending date of June 1, 2012.   




(Icenoggle/Steinebach)  Passed.

MTSBA Membership
8.  The board decided to renew the membership with Montana School Boards Association for the 2011-12 school year for a fee of $3,856.00.  




(French/Steinebach)  Passed.

Audit Report

9.  The board accepted the audit report for the school year ending June 30, 2010 as prepared by Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA.




(Icenoggle/Lawyer)  Passed.


School Election

10.  Supt. Chisholm stated that he will be recommending that a levy request be

included on the ballot of the May 3, 2011 election.  Mr. Chisholm informed the board that the administrative team has met several times to arrive at funding estimates for the next year.  Preliminary figures show a need for a levy in the general funds of approximately $50,000.00 in the elementary and $70,000 in the high school.  These preliminary estimates are based off of the governor’s funding proposal (which has already been defeated), the loss of federal ARRA funds, a 0% raise on the salary schedule, an estimated increase in health insurance costs, and increased costs from steps and lane changes on the salary schedules.  These preliminary figures also include spending reductions attributable to retirement savings, the combination of staffing positions, and the removal of one-time expenses from the budget.  Mr. Chisholm explained that the 2011-12 budgets are based off of a five ANB decrease in the elementary and a six ANB decrease in the high school.  Trustee Lawyer noted that the public pool may be asking for a levy at the same time.  Supt. Chisholm informed the board that the levy election can be held on a separate date during years in which the legislation is in session; however, Supt. Chisholm recommended the levy election remain on May 3 with the trustee election.  Clerk Holland informed the board that Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, and Katy French’s trustee terms are up for re-election and that filing petitions are due into the clerk’s office by March 24, 2011 for those interested in running for these positions.
Supt. Chisholm thanked Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, and Ginny Holland for their assistance in the funding process.
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ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, March 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
