2034 Policy for Dual Credit for High School Academic Enrichment Courses

Dual Enrollment is combined enrollment in which the student is enrolled in Plains High School and simultaneously enrolled in an Institute of Higher Education (IHE) within the State of Montana. Grades from the IHE are provided to the Plains High School for coursework acknowledgment on the high school transcript.

Purpose: 

Dual credit for high school students provides for academic enrichment in accredited community colleges, 4 year colleges, and colleges of technology within the State of Montana through the Montana University system.

Dual Credit at Institutions of Higher Education (IHE):

Courses may be traditional or online.

Course(s) must be from a community college or 4 year college within the State. 

All enrollment obligations through the IHE are the responsibility of the student.

Students enrolled at an IHE shall be subject to all of the established rules, regulations,

and calendar of that institution.
Student Eligibility:
Only Junior or Senior level High School students will be allowed to apply for a Dual Credit course(s).
A student is considered a Junior after the satisfactory completion of their 10th grade year (i.e. ten credits) for consideration of summer school dual credit coursework.
Each student must complete a Dual Credit Request Form prior to taking any course(s).
The Dual Credit Request Form must be signed by the parent(s) and the student prior to enrollment.  The high school principal is responsible for validating student status for enrolled students.
The student must meet all prerequisite class requirements (as determined by the IHE) before enrolling in the chosen course(s).
Plains High School will only accept home school students who are concurrently registered with the Superintendent of Schools from his/her respective county.
Plains High school students taking an online or remote Dual Credit course(s) will be responsible for their computer hardware and software necessary to accept on-line instructional materials and video presentations. Students will be responsible for any and all computer hardware and software necessary to communicate homework, project, and testing materials back to the IHE.
Plains High School may, at the discretion of the Administration, make available computer hardware and software necessary to accept online instructional materials and video presentations and to provide homework back to the IHE for students unable to provide these materials. The technology packet will be available for use in-house. In such instances, the Administration will determine the costs for this “technology packet”. This cost will be passed on to the student as a Dual Credit Technology Assessment Fee. This Fee will be the responsibility of the student (or student’s family) prior to accepting the technology packet.

General Policies:
Plains High School will have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in place with each IHE utilized during the semester for Dual Credit enrollment. Students pursuing Dual Credit course(s) shall have access to the MOUs. (MOUs will identify tuition costs, enrollment fees, etc. that are the responsibility of the student at the specific IHE of interest.)

High school students taking a Dual Credit course(s) shall be responsible for any and all required tuition, fees, books, or materials required by the IHE necessary for the successful completion of the enrolled course(s).

High school students taking a Dual Credit course(s) will be responsible for their own transportation to and from the IHE.
Students must take IHE courses for graded credit to earn high school credit.
For traditional coursework through the IHE, the student is expected to attend classes as scheduled at the location determined by the IHE. 
For non-traditional coursework (on-line, remote, etc.), the student is not required to be in attendance at Plains High School. However, the student may chose to receive information from the institution or work on Dual Credit coursework during the school day through an “independent study” session as part of a traditional high school schedule.
At the end of each IHE quarter, semester, or summer school session, the student will be responsible for requesting that the IHE mail an official transcript directly to Plains High School as evidence of course completion.
High school graduation credits will be awarded upon a student's presenting evidence from the IHE of successful completion of a Dual Credit course(s).
Plains High School will not factor a Dual Credit course grade(s) into the student’s GPA. IHE coursework will be noted on the official high school transcript and given a P/F as determined by the grade received from the IHE.
Student application for Dual Credit coursework during the summer is permitted, but not on the Plains High School campus.

Funding Considerations:
The Principal must certify that the student is enrolled in Plains High School courses for a minimum of two hours of the school day during the semester that the request is to be met.

Each 3 credit semester class at the IHE is to be considered a half credit class for high school transcript and ANB purposes (i.e., will have the value of a traditional one period high school course over one semester.)
Dual enrollment classes should be counted as part of the school day course work.
Plains High School makes no expressed obligation regarding any rate of reimbursement for Dual Credit enrolled activities and expenses.
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