Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
March 15, 2010

7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


None
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Orin Kendall, Larry McDonald, Thom Chisholm, Tony Banovich, Viki Spencer, John Revier, Kim Revier, Brian Green, Mike Holland, Bryce Benson, Jeff Revier, Sydne Connolly, Zoe Banovich, Chris Allen, Ben Kirschbaum, Mike Tatum, Ken Nelson, Aaron Bouschor (MTSBA), Kris Goss (MTSBA), and Danielle Switalski
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 2/22/10 regular meeting and 3/8/10 special meeting were approved as presented.





(Lawyer/Icenoggle)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6503-6560 AND






Claims Warrants #46769-46843 ($378,955.52)





(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None
REPORTS:
El Principal

1.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter, current student enrollment numbers, and updated the board and audience on the following elementary school issues: 

a.     The fourth grade class will be taking their final CRT test this Wednesday.  All other CRT tests have been administered and Mr. Holland praised the students for their effort.  Mr. Holland also thanked the parents for making sure their children were in school during the testing week.
 b.    Mr. Holland named the students who attended the county spelling bee.  Mr. Holland congratulated Carly VonHeeder for placing third and Sami Jo Kinzie for placing fourth at the county meet.    
c.     February was “I Love to Read” month.   Mr. Holland thanked Mrs. Nemeth, Mrs. Ferlan, Mrs. Deschamps, and Mrs. Earhart for organizing all the events.  A 50s theme was used throughout the month with ice cream Sundays served malt-shop style to students who participated in the program at its conclusion.  Mr. Holland thanked Sydne Connolly for helping with the Book Fair.  Mr. Holland named the five recipients of the new bikes and thanked the Masons for donating the bikes to be used as prizes for the reading events.

   d.   Kindergarten round-up and preschool screening will be conducted on April 9, 2010 at the Wildhorse Elementary building.


   e.   Mr. Holland congratulated Riley Montgomery for earning three gold medals in down-hill skiing at the Winter Special Olympics held in Whitefish.
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H.S. Principal

2.  Larry McDonald, High School Principal, updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:

a.    Only four students need to finish the CRT tests that were administered last week.  Mr. McDonald commented that the students seemed to be able to complete the tests within the timeframe with relative ease.
b.    The spring adult ed. classes consisting of computers, wood carving, and two painting classes will begin this week.

c.    The Envirothon team will be traveling to Thompson Falls tomorrow to participate in a practice competition.

d.    The juniors and seniors completed the Montana University System Writing Assessment administered by Mr. Tatum and Mr. Stamm.
e.     Fourteen students have applied for the National Honor Society.  The screening of the applications will take place in the near future.
f.     Prom will be held this Saturday, March 20, 2010 at the fair pavilion.
Athletic Director

3.  Orin Kendall, Athletic Director, submitted a written report and updated the board and audience on the following athletic department issues:

a.     Approximately 8 boys and 2 girls signed up for golf this spring.  Mr. Kendall recommended to the golf coach that students reach an appropriate level of golfing ability before being allowed to compete in a meet. 
b.     Approximately 14 girls signed up for softball this spring.  Two of the girls are from Hot Springs.  Fourteen is the minimum number of players needed in order to have a varsity and junior varsity game on the same day. 

c.     Mr. Kendall congratulated Kenneth Beech for earning All-State honors in wrestling by placing third at the state wrestling tournament.  Kenneth is a junior this year and has placed at the state wrestling tournament all three years of high school.
d.     Track practice started today and Mr. Kendall estimated that 30 students are participating in track this spring. 
Supt.


4.  Supt. Magera updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.    Mr. Magera thanked Ron Warren, Tony Banovich, Jim Holland, and Kenny Marjerrison for their assistance with the Montana Quality Schools Project Grant application.  The application was submitted with a request of approx. $1.2 million dollars for the purpose of constructing elementary classrooms on the main campus.  The grants should be awarded in mid-April.
b.    The board screened the applications for the Superintendent position on March 8, 2010 and will be conducting interviews for the following candidates on March 22 & 23, 2010:  Marilyn Flammang, George Linthicum, Terry Falcon, and Thom Chisholm.
CLOSED SESSION – PERSONNEL ISSUE - COMPLAINT:


Chairman Holland moved the “Personnel Issue – Complaint” item to next on the

agenda.  Chairman Holland closed the meeting to the public at 7:20 p.m. until 9:14 p.m. due to individual’s rights to privacy.  Clerk Holland was not present during the closed session.  After the meeting was re-opened to the public, Chairman Holland requested, on behalf of the board, that Supt. Magera carry out the matter as discussed during the closed session.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Amend On-Line Policy
1.  The following sentence within Policy #2034 – Policy for Dual Credit for High School Academic Enrichment Courses was amended from first reading as follows:  “Plains High School will only accept home school students who are concurrently registered with the Superintendent of Schools from his/her respective county”.    The board approved this amended policy on second reading.




(Warren/Lawyer)  Passed.


 2010-11 Calendar
2.  The board amended the 2010-11 school calendar as presented to add April 21, 2010 as a pupil instruction day.
(Warren/Icenoggle)  Lawyer Opposed.  Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

2010-11 Retirements
1.  The board accepted the retirement letters submitted by certified staff Paul C. Haynes, Ruth Hamilton, Jean Nemeth, and Denise Booth effective at the end of the 2010-11 school year.
(Warren/Lawyer)  Passed.

2010-11 Horton Retire
2.  The board accepted the retirement letter submitted by Judy Horton as secretary effective at the end of the 2010-11 school year.



(Lawyer/Icenoggle)   Passed.

Coach Resignations
3.  The board accepted the letters of resignation submitted by Walt Hermiston as Head Girls’ Basketball Coach and Les Carpenter as Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach.




(French/Warren)  Passed.

Winter Coaches

4.  The board tabled the hiring of the 2010-11 winter coaches until the next meeting.




(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Volunteer Track

5.  After discussing the process for accepting volunteers in the athletic programs, the board accepted Athletic Director Orin Kendall’s recommendation to approve Brian Taylor as a volunteer track coach pending MHSA coaching certification.




(Warren/French)  Passed.




The board and administration discussed the importance of receiving approval from the head coach and receiving MHSA coaching certification before being allowed to volunteer in any program.  It was also suggested that volunteers formally request permission to participate in the program by contacting the Athletic Director.  This request could also be made by the head coach.
Principal Negotiations
6.  The principals requested a 2% increase on their salaries for the 2010-11 school year as was received by all other employees of the district.  In addition, Principal Holland requested flex time during the months of February and March.  Several board members stated that the flex time request did not need to be formally approved.  The board approved the 2% salary increase for the principals for the 2010-11 school year.




(Warren/French)  Passed.


2010 Election Resolution
7.  The board adopted the resolution to hold the annual school election on May 4, 2010 as presented.

(Lawyer/Warren)  French Opposed.  Passed.
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The board and administration had a brief discussion on whether or not the district should avoid a levy this year, if possible, because of the predicted shortfalls in funding and potential need for levy requests in the following years.  Trustee French stated that she would not be in favor of a levy during these economic times and that any levy request should be communicated to the public starting in January.  Trustee Lawyer commented that it may be effective to run a small levy this year and another small one the next year in order to help minimize the “sticker shock” of a potentially large levy request the following year.

2008-09 Audit Report
8.  The board accepted the audit report for the school year ending June 30, 2009 as prepared by Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA.



(French/Warren)  Passed.

2009-10 Audit Contract
9.  The board accepted the proposal submitted by Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA to conduct the school audit for the school year ending June 30, 2010 for a fee of $9,300.00



(French/Warren)  Passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, April 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
