Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
April 19, 2010

7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Dede Steinebach
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Orin Kendall, Larry McDonald, Thom Chisholm, Tony Banovich, Viki Spencer, Kimberly Joner, Del Zetterberg, John Meckler, and Breck Howard
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 3/15/10 regular meeting, 3/22/10 special meeting, and 3/23-24/10 special meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Icenoggle)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6561-6616 AND






Claims Warrants #46844-47042 ($375,056.96)





(Warren/Icenoggle)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  

Softball Program

Breck Howard voiced his concerns with the softball program under the direction of 
the current coaching staff.  Mr. Howard gave his opinions on the value of providing a softball program and the shortcomings of the current practice regimen and game strategies.  Mr. Howard stated that these concerns need to be addressed.
REPORTS:
El Principal

1.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter, current student enrollment numbers, and updated the board and audience on the following elementary school issues: 

a.     Mr. Holland reported the number of students in grades 4-7 earning honor roll recognition for the third quarter and named the students earning a 4.0 grade point average.
 b.    Kindergarten round-up was held on Friday, 4/9/10, with 32 students enrolling for next year’s program.    Mr. Holland advertised for the vacant Kindergarten Teacher position since there will be enough students to necessitate two separate classrooms. 
c.     Mrs. Cockrell will be teaching 2nd grade, Ms. Warner will be teaching 3rd grade, and Mrs. Meredith will be teaching 1st grade next school year.

   d.   Mr. Holland thanked Jim Dochnal for speaking to the students in grades 3-8 about ATV vehicles ethics and safety.

   e.   Montana Shakes will be here on April 23 to perform “All the West’s a Stage” and will be hosting several drama workshops for grades 1-6.  Mr. Holland thanked Louise Lulack and the Women’s Club for organizing the event.

  f.      Mr. Holland distributed the elementary parent survey and its results to the board.   The outcome of this survey was mostly positive; however, two areas of concerns were noted:  students respecting other students and the hot lunch program.  Mr. Holland is working with the elementary counselors to develop a plan to address student respect for each other.  The main concerns voiced about the lunch program were the small portions, lack of variety, and lack of healthy alternatives.
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g.      Starting with the 2010-11 school year, the elementary grades K-6 have qualified to participate in the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.   This program provides a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables to the students for an afternoon snack.  The estimated reimbursement from O.P.I. for this program is $55.00 - $75.00 per student per year.

h.      Mr. Holland thanked Nurse Del Zetterberg for securing participation in the Backpack Program provided by the Missoula Food Bank beginning with the 2010-11 school year.  This program provides food for the weekend to students who are at risk of hunger.  This program does not require parent permission; however, a letter will be sent to all students who are selected for the program.  The food is secretly placed in the child’s backpack on Fridays.  Since the food is already packaged, the school is only responsible for selecting who should receive the food and placing it into their backpacks.  Trustee French voiced her concern with the public school systems being the congregation for all social issues and that the burden shouldn’t fall on the school.  Viki Spencer and Trustee Icenoggle both volunteered to help with the program to reduce the amount of school personnel time obligations.


Trustee Nick Lawyer left the meeting during the previous reports.

H.S. Principal

2.  Larry McDonald, High School Principal, updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:

a.     Mr. McDonald complimented the choir for receiving a “Superior” rating and the band for receiving an “Excellent” rating during district music festival.  Two soloists also earned “Superior” ratings and will be competing at the state music festival.  Mr. McDonald stated what a good job Ms. Majerus is doing with the music program.  Trustee Holland recommended making a banner for the music students similar to the ones for the athletic programs.  Trustee French also suggested notifying the newspaper of these accomplishments.
b.    The television equipment and satellite dish that are housed on campus have been sold at auction.  The satellite dish will be removed shortly; however, the television equipment will remain on campus until a plan is provided for its use unless there are any objections by the board.
c.    Fifteen new students were inducted into the National Honor Society last week.  
d.    The seniors are working hard on their senior paper projects and are looking forward to graduation.  Trustee French asked if the board can look at the senior projects.  Mr. McDonald will discuss this request with Mr. Tatum to see what may be available.
Athletic Director

3.  Orin Kendall, Athletic Director, submitted a written report and updated the board and audience on the following athletic department issues:

a.     Mr. Kendall presented the number of participants for each activity and athletic program. 
b.    The softball team lost two of its players.  Mr. Kendall informed the board that the softball team recently won both games of a double-header and the girls had fun.  Mr. Kendall pointed out that having fun is also an important element of all athletic programs. 
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c.     Mr. Kendall reminded the board that a softball co-op with Thompson Falls is still a viable option for the future in order to continue to be able to give the girls an opportunity to participate in the event there are not enough players to sustain a team of our own.  There would be several logistics that would need to be worked out; however, it is a possibility.
Supt.


4.  Supt. Magera updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.     Mr. Magera informed the board that there was seventy million dollars worth of requests for the Montana Quality Schools Project Grants and only ten million dollars to award.  The Department of Commerce will notify us at the end of the month as to whether or not our application was approved.
b.    The Women’s Club had a 20 year lease with the school for the triangle of land where the original historic log school building is located.  The Women’s Club will be requesting the board renew this lease at the next board meeting.
c.     The insurance premium renewal rates were in excess of a 10% increase.  The PTO and PCEA unions are reviewing health insurance plan options in order to keep the renewal premiums below the 10% threshold outlined in the master contracts.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Amend On-Line Policy
1.  The board approved the final reading of the amendment of Policy #2034 – Policy for Dual Credit for High School Academic Enrichment Courses as presented.



(Warren/French)  Passed.


 Winter Coaches

2.  The board tabled the hiring of the 2010-11 winter coaches until the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Nurse Resignation
1.  The board accepted the letter of resignation submitted by Del Zetterberg, School Nurse, effective at the end of the 2010-11 school year.
(French/Warren)  Passed.

AFB Coach Resignation
2.  The board accepted the resignation of Chris Hess as Assistant Football Coach effective immediately.



(Warren/Icenoggle)   Passed.

Aide Resignation

3.  The board accepted the letter of resignation submitted by Kimberly Joner as Aide effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year.  Mr. Holland complimented Mrs. Joner for her work as an aide for the district and recommended the board consider her for another aide position if she were to re-apply in the future.




(Warren/French)  Passed.

2010-11 Teacher Hires
4.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire the certified staff for the 2010-11 school year as presented.  The hiring of Seth Pettit is contingent upon completion of his library internship by September 1, 2010.




(Warren/Icenoggle)  Passed.

2010-11 Supt. Contract
5.  The new superintendent contract was tabled until the next meeting.
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Teacher Hire

6.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s and the interview committee’s recommendation to hire Nathan Friesz as Industrial Arts Teacher for the 2010-11 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.

(Warren/Icenoggle)  Passed.


Substitute Approval
7.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to approve Whitney Tanner as a substitute pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.
(Icenoggle/Warren)  Passed.


Wildhorse Shuttle

8.  Principal Holland reminded the board that the Wildhorse bus route shuttle was approved for only the 2009-10 school year and that it will need to be readdressed for the 2010-11 school year.  Mr. Holland stated that the bus route did save some classroom instruction time in addition to addressing the safety issues involved with walking the K-2 grade students back and forth on the public roads.  The contract price with Revier Transportation will not increase; however, the contract will need to be terminated in the event the Wildhorse school students are moved to the main campus.  Trustee French stated that she strongly believes that this route is not necessary and that there has not been any safety issues arise from the students walking back and forth in the past to warrant the expense for this route.  Trustees Holland and Warren both responded that although there has not been an incident in the past, it does not guarantee there will not be one in the future and that the safety concerns are legitimate.   Trustee Holland asked Kimberly Joner for her opinion since she is an aide who previously walked the elementary students back and forth between the campuses.  Mrs. Joner commented that bussing was nice on the cold days; however, she never felt unsafe walking the students on the road.  The board decided to renew the Wildhorse Bus Route contract for one year at no price increase with Revier Transportation for the 2010-11 school year.  This contract will be terminated if and when the students in grades K-2 are moved to the main campus.



(Warren/Icenoggle)  French Opposed.  Passed.

The board took a short break.

CTA Architects

9.  Supt. Magera recommended the board approve the architects for the elementary classroom construction project in the event the district is awarded the Quality Schools Project Grant.  This grant will be awarded before the next board meeting and the approval of the architect at this time will allow the district to start the construction process.  The grant, if awarded, is on a tight timeline.  

The board accepted the qualifications submitted by CTA Architects in regards to the elementary classroom construction project.



(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.

CTA Architect Contract
10.  The board accepted the cost estimate submitted by CTA Architects to provide architect services for the construction of the elementary classrooms for an amount not to exceed $54,000.00 contingent upon the district being awarded the Quality Schools Project Grant.




(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.




Tony Banovich commented that his company has submitted a proposal to act as the Owner’s Representation for the elementary classroom project.  In addition, there will be bids submitted for asbestos evaluation and construction testing.  These bids will all be under the $20,000 threshold that requires board action for acceptance of these bids.
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403(b) Original Adopter
11.  The district’s 403(b) plan administrator United Pension Association (UPA) has requested that the district serve as the Original Adopter for the 403(b) district participation plan.   This will require that other school districts that decide to contract with UPA for their 403(b) plan administrator services must have permission from Plains School District to utilize our 403(b) plan documents.  This role will require the district to sign all other school’s 403(b) plan documents.  UPA will waive the $100.00 district participation fee for every year the district acts as the Original Adopter.  The board approved the request by UPA for the district to serve as the 403(b) plan Original Adopter upon verification by the district’s attorneys that there are no hidden liabilities tied to this role.



(Warren/French)  Passed.

Trustee Election

12.  Clerk Holland informed the board that the annual school election was cancelled because John Holland was the only candidate that filed for the lone trustee seat.  In addition, it was determined that the district would not run a mill levy request this year.  Therefore, John Holland is elected by acclamation as trustee for a three-year term effective May 18, 2010.
Organization of Board


Clerk

13.  Virginia Holland was appointed as Clerk of the Board for the ensuing year.




(French/Warren)  Passed.


Chairman
14.  Trustee Katy French nominated and Trustee Polly Icenoggle seconded the nomination of John Holland as Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year effective May 18, 2010.




(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.


Vice-Chair
15.  Trustee Polly Icenoggle nominated and Trustee Katy French seconded the nomination of Ron Warren as Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year effective May 18, 2010.




(Icenoggle/French)  Passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, May 17, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
