Plains Public Schools #1

Special School Board Meeting
April 7, 2011
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Polly Icenoggle, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Thomas Chisholm, and Clerk Virginia Holland
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Viki Spencer, Mike Cole, and Mike Tatum
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
STUDENT ISSUE:

Due to an individual’s right to privacy, Chairman Holland closed the meeting at 7:02 p.m. until 8:26 p.m. to discuss a student issue.  The student and parent involved were asked to attend the closed meeting.  Clerk Holland was not present during the closed session.





The board decided to accept the course of action outlined during the closed session.





(Lawyer/Warren)  Passed.
ELECTION – SET LEVY AMOUNT:




Supt. Chisholm informed the board and audience that school funding has not been determined by the state legislature.  Supt. Chisholm also informed the board that the levy election can be held on a separate date during years in which the legislature is in session; however, he recommended the levy election remain on May 3 with the trustee election.  Mr. Chisholm stated that, in his opinion, a levy election should be held before school is dismissed for the summer.  Due to election deadlines and the lack of progress made by the legislature regarding school funding, it does not appear that enough information will be gained in time to justify the cost of running a separate election.  Supt. Chisholm informed the board that the administrative team has met several times and has already cut one-time expenses for textbook series and heat pumps out of the general funds and also eliminated the need for one aide position.  These cuts, totaling $55,000, were considered in Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation that the levy be set at a minimum of $35,000 in the elementary and $45,000 in the high school up to a maximum of $85,000 in the elementary and $65,000 in the high school.  These recommendations were also based on receiving a 1.9% increase in per-ANB and basic entitlement funding from the state in addition to the restoration of at-risk allocations.  Once funding is set, the following cuts will be considered to the extent needed to balance the general fund budgets:  eliminate freshman coach stipends, reduce the number of junior high coaches, move cheerleading to a tier II status, and eliminate funding for all tier II extracurricular programs.  A reduction in staffing positions may also be considered if needed.  Trustee French suggested that employee benefits be considered when making cuts to the budget. The board, administration, and audience discussed the need to set a levy amount that is not too high for the constituents.  Supt. Chisholm reported that the estimated cost to a taxpayer for a $40,000 levy in the elementary would be approximately $26.06 on a $200,000 home.  In addition, the estimated cost for a $50,000 levy in the high school would be approximately $26.85 on a $200,000 home.  Supt. Chisholm and several board members stated that the combined levies need to be under $100,000 in order to help reduce the burden to the taxpayers and give the levy its best chance of passing.  It was also discussed whether or not the levy amount should be high enough to avoid asking for a second levy request in the following year.   It was suggested that the district publicize the district’s position on asking for a levy that is under $100,000 and let the public know that once the funding levels are determined, the district may need to ask for a levy again in the following year to adjust for any shortfalls.
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Elementary

The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to set the elementary levy amount for the May 3, 2011 election at $44,000.00.

(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.

High School

The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to set the high school levy amount for the May 3, 2011 election at $52,000.

(Icenoggle/Steinebach)  Passed.
RESOLUTION – ALTERNATIVE LEVY ELECTION DATE:




It was determined that a resolution for an alternative levy election date was not needed. 

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, April 18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
