Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
May 17, 2010

7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Polly Icenoggle
VISITORS:


Orin Kendall, Larry McDonald, Thom Chisholm, Tony Banovich, Jessie Warren, Kim Kinzie, Shannon Benson, Kenny Benson, Mike Phillips, Jeff Rude, Cory Ovitt, and Jim Holland 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 4/19/10 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(Warren/French)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


Trustee Lawyer had questions regarding the bill from the Butchers Nook for gift certificates for the volunteers and the bill from LaQuinta Inn for two teachers to attend a sign language conference.  The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6617-6674 AND






Claims Warrants #47043-47162 ($388,311.05)





(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  None
REPORTS:
H.S. Principal

1.  Larry McDonald, High School Principal, updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:

a.    Mr. McDonald complimented the music students and the drama students for a successful spring concert and spring play.
b.    Mr. McDonald invited the board members to Awards Day for grades 8-12 which will be held on Tuesday, May 25 at 1:00 p.m.  The student rock bands will be performing.  
c.    The Montana Digital Academy (formally known as the Montana Virtual Academy) has a variety of classes for enrolled high school students to take on-line free of charge.  There have been no decisions on how enrollment in these classes will affect MHSA eligibility to participate in varsity extracurricular activities.  This issue may need to be addressed at the local level.  Trustee French added that some of the large schools are setting up learning laboratories with an assigned certified teacher.  Some of the smaller schools are having the teachers available for these classes during their regular scheduled classes or at alternate times.
Athletic Director

2.  Orin Kendall, Athletic Director, submitted a written report including a separate report on the softball coaching situation and updated the board and audience on the following athletic department issues:

a.     No students qualified for the State Golf Tournament this year. 
b.    The softball team is currently at Drummond playing a play-off game to determine which team will advance to the Divisional Softball Tournament.
c.    Twenty two students qualified for the Divisional Track Meet.

d.    Mr. Kendall thanked Gary Revier and LeChel Hegge for organizing the golf tournament to raise funds for the golf team.
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e.    Trustee Warren mentioned that the spaghetti feed fundraiser for the softball team was also very successful.

f.     Trustee Lawyer inquired as to the status of Seth Pettit, Librarian and Head Football Coach, and his call to active duty next fall.  Mr. Pettit may be gone for a period of 400 days beginning September 17, 2010.  This timeframe may include two football seasons; therefore, an interim football coach will need to be hired.
g.     Trustee Lawyer asked Mr. Kendall for his opinion in regards to Mr. Stamm’s verbal statement that coaching positions should be held by teachers if at all possible.  Mr. Kendall agreed that it is advantageous for the coaches to be staff members, especially for communication purposes.

Supt.


3.  Supt. Magera updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.     Mr. Magera distributed a letter submitted by Fred Cavill, Master Plains Grange, formally requesting information as to why it has been found necessary to bus the Wildhorse elementary children back and forth to the main campus.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, called Mr. Cavill to address this request and had a very positive conversation with him.  In addition, John Holland will be sending a formal reply on behalf of the board.
b.    The district’s application for a Montana Quality Schools Project Grant to construct elementary classrooms for grades K-2 at the main campus was denied.  There will be a second opportunity to apply for a project grant and Supt. Magera will be working with the Department of Commerce on ways to improve the application before re-submitting by the June 18 deadline.

c.     There has been an energy savings during the last few months due to the energy retrofit project.

d.    The attorneys reviewed the document which lists Plains School as the Original Adopter for 403(b) plans that will be used by other school districts contracting with United Pension Association to serve as their third-party administrator.  The attorneys did not find any areas of concern for the district.
e.     Supt. Magera reminded the board that they had wanted to re-discuss the four-day school week option.  Arlee and Hot Springs have both used this schedule this school year and have found it to be very successful.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

 Winter Coaches

1.  The board, audience, and administration discussed the role of the head basketball coach in regards to summer activities including weight lifting, open gym, camps, and youth feeder programs.  Trustee Lawyer noted that concerns have been voiced in regards to the lack of activity in the summer by the boys head basketball coach and recommended the board clearly articulate the expectations of the head coaches during the summer.  Orin Kendall, AD, added that these duties are implied but would be difficult to articulate because of all the variables.  Trustee Lawyer recommended that the head boys’ basketball coach be reminded of these implied responsibilities and noted that all the activities do not need to be personally performed by the head coach; however, the head coach needs to take the lead in organizing and establishing schedules.  The assistant coaches and parents have and will continue to volunteer to help with these activities.  Trustee Holland voiced his concern with the head boys’ basketball coach lack of communication with the school.  Trustee Holland suggested that the coaches submit periodic reports to the school in order to address concerns before they escalate because it is very difficult to address complaints when they are reported one or two years after the incident.  
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Coaches Cont.

Orin Kendall recommended that a third party be present at all meetings between

parents and coaches.  The board approved Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire the winter coaches as presented for the 2010-11 school year.



(Warren/French)  Steinebach Opposed.  Passed.

Supt. Contract

2.  Chairman Holland closed the meeting to the public at 7:50 p.m. until 9:09 p.m. due to an individual’s right to privacy to negotiate the terms of the Superintendent Contract with Thomas Chisholm.  Clerk Holland was not present during the closed session.




The board approved the Superintendent Contract for Thomas Chisholm for the 2010-11 and 2011-12 school years as negotiated during the closed session.




(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.


NEW BUSINESS:

Teacher Resignation
1.  The board accepted the letter of resignation submitted by Don Stamm as Teacher effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year pending the formal offering of a contract by Pine Ridge Job Corps in Chadron, Nebraska.  In the event Mr. Stamm is not offered a contract by the Pine Ridge Job Corps, his resignation will be immediately rescinded.
(French/Warren)  Passed.

JHFB Coach Resignation
2.  The board accepted the resignation of Thomas Chisholm as Head Junior High Football Coach effective immediately.



(Lawyer/Steinebach)   Passed.

Errecart Hire

3.  The board accepted Supt. Magera and the interview committee’s recommendation to hire Marie Errecart as an Elementary Teacher for the 2010-11 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.




(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.

2010-11 Classified Hires
4.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire the classified staff for the 2010-11 school year as presented.  




(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.

Burnham Hire

5.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Lisa Burnham as the Sign Language Interpreter/Aide for the 2010-11 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.

(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.
Spring Coaches Hire
6.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Gena Ferlan as Jr. High Track Coach and approve Terri Kendall as the Volunteer Golf Coach for the 2010-11 school year.
(Warren/Lawyer)  Passed.


Softball Coach

7.  Orin Kendall, AD, informed the board that the Assistant Softball Coaches have stated that they do not wish to be considered for re-hire for the next school year.  Several members of the audience voiced their concerns with the current softball coaching staff and the lack of structure and discipline during practices.  The audience members also voiced their concern with the future of the program if the current head coach is retained in the same position.  Orin Kendall informed the board that the option to co-op with Thompson Falls in the future is no longer available.  The board decided to table the hiring of the Head Softball Coach until the next meeting at which time the current head coach could be available to discuss these concerns before a decision is made regarding his re-hire.
(Warren/French)  Passed.
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2010-11 Advisor Hires
8.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire the extracurricular advisors for the 2010-11 school year as presented.



(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.

2010-11 Substitutes
9.  Trustee Lawyer voiced a concern with one of the substitutes presented for approval.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to approve the list of substitutes, kitchen substitutes, nurse substitutes, and custodial substitutes for the 2010-11 school year as presented.



(Warren/Lawyer)  Lawyer and French Opposed.   Passed.

Volleyball Coach Hires
10.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Kim Earhart as Head Volleyball Coach and Whitney Tanner as Assistant Volleyball Coach for the 2010-11 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background checks.

(French/Warren)  Passed.

Girls’ Basketball Coaches
11.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Richard Griffin as Head Girls’ Basketball Coach and Matt Diehl as Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2010-11 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background checks. 



(Lawyer/Warren)  Passed.

Assistant Boys’ B-Ball
12.  Orin Kendall, AD, informed the board that there are two applicants for the position of Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach; however, the head coach has not communicated which candidate he would prefer.  The board tabled the hiring of the Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach until the next meeting.




(Lawyer/French)  Passed.

Assistant Football Coach
13.  The hiring of the Assistant Football Coach was tabled until the next meeting due to the lack of applicants.

Log School Rental
14.  The board approved the agreement to lease the triangle of land where the original log school building is located to the Plains Women’s Club for 20 years for an amount of $1.00 per year.  The section that refers to the movement of the log building needs to be removed from the lease agreement due to its irrelevance.




(Lawyer/French)  Passed.

2010-11 Bus Routes
15.  The board approved the bus routes for the 2010-11 school year as follows:

Route # 1 – 53 miles per day,

Route #2 – 47.8 miles per day,

Route #3 – 43.2 miles per day,

Route #4 – 83.6 miles per day, and

Route #5 – 56.8 miles per day.



(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.




The Wildhorse route totaling 4 miles per day was approved at the April 19, 2010 board meeting.


Interlocal Agreement
16.  The board approved the renewal of the Interlocal Agreement with Paradise School to provide their special education services for the 2010-11 school year for $6,150.00.  




(Warren/Lawyer)  Passed.

Cancel Warrants

17.  The board approved canceling the stale-dated activity check #12143 dated 1/28/09 in the amount of $100.00 made payable to Darby Public Schools.




(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.
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June Meeting

18.  The board decided to cancel the regular June meeting scheduled for June 21, 2010 and scheduled a special meeting for June 14, 2010 to discuss the Superintendent evaluation format.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, June 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
