Plains Public Schools #1

Special Board Meeting

June 24, 2010

7:00 p.m. – High School Library
PRESENT:
Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Polly Icenoggle, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland 
ABSENT:
John Holland

VISITORS:
Debra Silk (MTSBA Attorney), Larry McDonald, Jim Holland, Orin Kendall, Teresa Kendall, Dean French, Shannon Benson, Suzanne VonHeeder, Tom Eggensperger (Sanders County Ledger), Tony Banovich, Deborah Warren, Shannon Allen, Leanne Huenink, Mark French, Jessie Warren, Rich Culbertson, Carol Brooker, Bob Stephens, Jon Zigler, Larry Rivinius, Chris Allen, Jeremy Blyth, Krista Standeford, Chris McGuigan, Ken Benson, Don Stamm, Clyde Terrell, Kim Burgess, Sue Snead, Shirley Terrell, and Greg Hanson
CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 6:59 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren.

 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON FACT FINDING INVESTIGATION REGARDING THE MAY 29, 2010 PRIVATE GRADUATION CELEBRATION AT THE FAIR GROUNDS PAVILION:

Vice-Chairman Warren informed the board and audience that the meeting was being recorded.  Mr. Warren informed the audience that the purpose of the meeting was to decide whether or not to contract with the Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) to conduct an investigation to determine if the school carries any liability for the graduation celebration held at the fairgrounds before graduation.  There is an ongoing investigation by the sheriff’s department to determine whether any laws were violated.  Mr. Warren stated that personal accusations will not be heard at this meeting.  Mr. Warren informed the audience that interested parties are allowed to speak with the investigator if the investigation is determined necessary.  Trustee French stated that one of the attorneys that she contacted concluded that the party in question would be considered a school function because of the school officials and personnel that were in attendance.  Debra Silk, MTSBA attorney, clarified that this opinion was not given by her staff.  Debra Silk estimated that the investigation would cost approximately $5,000.00 to conduct.  Some members of the audience did not feel the investigation was a good use of taxpayer money and that the party in question did not involve the school district.  Several members of the audience stated that school officials and employees are held to a higher standard and that an investigation is necessary to protect the bond between the school and the community.  An investigation would show that the school district takes these allegations seriously.  The board and audience discussed whether or not this investigation should be conducted by the trustees or be contracted to MTSBA.  Some audience and board members noted that an investigation should be conducted by impartial professionals.   The board and audience briefly discussed that a code of conduct for school officials and employees may need to be drafted; however, it was warned that personal ideals need to be excluded.  The board decided to retain the services of the Montana School Boards Association to conduct an investigation into the May 29, 2010 graduation party.


( Lawyer/French)  Passed.
The board requested that MTSBA assist the district in drafting a press release in regards to the outcomes of this meeting.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:




Krista Standeford of the Montana Community Exchange Program gave

the board and audience statistics gathered from the Prevention Needs Assessment which outlines the use of alcohol amongst the youth of our community and county.   The county is above the state average in the areas of binge drinking and drinking & driving.  The efforts by her organization have been successful in reducing the number of establishments that serve minors; however, the number of adult buyers is still high and needs to be addressed.  Mrs. Standeford urged the board and audience to use this incident as a learning tool and to grow from this point to help stop underage drinking, binge drinking, and drinking & driving.  Mrs. Standeford recommended that a clear policy be developed for the school officials and employees so that they are not being held to each person’s individual ideals.   
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren. 

The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, June 28, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

Chairman of the Board



District Clerk

