Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
July 20, 2009
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Dede Steinebach, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Nick Lawyer
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Richard Kinzie, Tony Banovich, Tonya Revier, Krista Standeford, Doug Dryden, Roni Mitch, Larry Rivinius, and Martin Spring
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 6/15/09 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(Steinebach/French)  Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6105-6146 AND






Claims Warrants #46091-46221 ($320,325.52)





(Steinebach/Icenoggle)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  
Budget


Tony Banovich asked when budget information will be available for the public. Mr. Banovich was informed that the budget will be presented at the August board meeting.  Supt. Magera also informed Mr. Banovich that he is welcome to come into the office regarding any questions prior to the board meeting. 

REPORTS:
Superintendent

Superintendent Magera informed the board that the lighting retrofit project will be completed before school starts.  This project will be funded by a Quick Start Energy Grant.  There was not enough money remaining in state-wide Quick Start Energy Grant funds to support the new roof project; however, the Department of Commerce may be releasing Legacy Grant Funds in the future that could possibly fund the project.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Prevention Presentation
1.  A presentation was given to the board and audience at the previous meeting regarding the district’s drug, alcohol, and tobacco prevention curriculum and how it ties into community efforts.  As a continuation of this presentation, Doug Dryden, Law Enforcement Narcotics Division, discussed the abuses of medical marijuana and stated that prescription drugs are the latest trend with drug abuse.  Mr. Dryden also discussed the difficulties with fighting the war of prescription drug abuse.  The board and audience briefly discussed drug testing of the staff.   Supt. Magera informed Mr. Dryden that he is welcome to talk with the staff and students regarding these issues.

Principal Negotiations
2.  Principal Holland informed the board that the principals are not on a salary schedule; therefore, a 2% raise for the teachers is not the equivalent of a 2% raise for the principals.  Mr. Holland also submitted a spreadsheet that shows that he would have received a 3.9% salary increase had he been placed on the teacher salary schedule.  Mr. Holland informed the board that the principals are not requesting a 3.9% increase; however, they just wanted the board to understand the difference in how the percentage increase affects them.  The board accepted the principals’ request for a 2% salary increase for the 2009-10 school year and an increase of $500.00 for the extracurricular stipend to attend the evening and week-end school events.





(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.
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Policy Amendments
3.  The board amended policy #7013 – Accounting Considerations:  Student Activity Funds as presented and added policy #7014 – Athletic Programs Funding as presented with the addition of the word “preliminary” before the word “presentation” under C.  Self Funding Criteria, item 1.  These policy amendments and addition implement the Plains Athletic Program Funding Policy Outline as previously drafted by the committee and adopted by the board.


(Warren/French)  Passed.

Supt. Magera noted that he has received a letter from Thompson Falls Schools requesting the district consider a co-op between the schools for softball in the future.

NEW BUSINESS:

Interim Coach Hire
1.  A concern regarding the re-hire process of the interim head softball coach was brought to the attention of the board at the last meeting.  The board decided to amend the coach hiring procedure to reflect that interim coaching positions will be opened up and advertised at the conclusion of the season in which an interim coach has been assigned to fill.  The policy that addresses the coach hiring procedure will need to be amended in order to include this clarification.

(Steinebach/French)  Passed.
Clerk Holland requested clarification from the board that Larry Rivinius will be considered the Head Softball Coach for the 2009-10 school year and no longer an interim coach.

Teacher Hire

2.  The board accepted Supt. Magera and the interview committee’s recommendation to hire Marlee Meredith as 5th Grade Teacher for the 2009-10 school year.

(Steinebach/Warren)  Passed.

Principal Holland informed the board that Lisa Brown will teach 6th grade.

J.H. Cross Country
3.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to approve Gena Ferlan as the Jr. High Cross Country coach for the 2009-10 school year.
(Warren/Icenoggle)  Passed.
Substitute Pay

4.  The board reviewed the substitute pay of the surrounding area schools which shows an average pay of $65.00/day.  The board decided to raise the substitute pay to $66.00 per day for the 2009-10 school year and may consider an additional raise for the following year.

(French/Steinebach)  Passed.
Obsolete Property

5.  The board approved the list of obsolete property for sale or disposal as presented.

(Warren/Steinebach)  Passed.

Student Handbooks
6.  Principal Holland reviewed the proposed list of changes to the elementary handbook and explained the rationale behind the new extracurricular eligibility requirements for grade 7.  The board approved the 2009-10 student handbooks as presented.




(French/Steinebach)  Passed.


Authorized Rep.

7.  The board appointed Richard Magera, Superintendent, as the Authorized Representative for the 2009-10 school year.







(Steinebach/Icenoggle)  Passed.
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August Meeting Date
8.  The board changed the meeting date for August to Thursday, August 13 at 7:00 p.m. in order to accommodate the final budget adoption deadline.  There will be a budget work session at 5:00 p.m. prior to the meeting.





(Warren/French)  Passed. 
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Thursday, August 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
