Plains Public Schools #1

Special Board Meeting

July 27, 2010

7:00 p.m. – High School Library
PRESENT:
Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Polly Icenoggle, Dede Steinebach, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland 
ABSENT:
John Holland

VISITORS:
Debra Silk (MTSBA Attorney), Kerri Langoni (MTSBA Field Services Specialist), Matt Unrau (Valley Press), Matt Leach (KECI TV), Breanna Roy (KPAX TV), Jim Holland, Susan Damschen, Don Damschen MD, Gary Revier, Don Stamm, Judy Stamm, Kathy Gregg, Jack Woods, Clyde Terrell, Bob Stephens, Jon Zigler, Shelby Zigler, John Revier, Clint Spindler, Leanne Huenink, Tim French, Michael Tatum, Brittany Spencer, Shannon Benson, Ken Benson, Ron Wachsmith, Deb Warren, Frank Ceely, Sue Snead, Kim Burgess, Shirley Terrell, and Laurie Ballantyne
CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren. 
            Recorded
The meeting was voice recorded by the district in its entirety and partially video recorded by KPAX and KECI television cameras.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:
None

MINUTES:

 
Trustee French questioned the format of the minutes and stated that public

comment needs to be recorded verbatim to use for policy formation in the future.  Debra Silk, MTSBA Attorney, stated that minutes are not verbatim records and suggested that the board could request the audio recording be maintained to assist in future policy formation.  Trustee Lawyer asked whether the wording of the motion needs to be amended.  Vice-Chairman Warren responded that the wording is acceptable because the scope of the investigation was not specifically defined but left up to the investigators.  The minutes of the 6/24/10 special meeting were approved as presented with the addition of the audio recording be preserved as a permanent record.




(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.
 RESULTS OF FACT FINDING INVESTIGATION REGARDING THE MAY 29, 2010 GRADUATION CELEBRATION AT THE FAIRGROUNDS PAVILION:

Kerri Langoni, MTSBA Investigator, presented a written report to the board members and audience summarizing the fact finding investigation of the May 29, 2010 graduation celebration held at the fairgrounds pavilion. The purpose of the fact finding investigation was to determine whether or not several allegations regarding underage drinking at this party could be substantiated. All allegations in reference to underage drinking could not be substantiated.  The allegation that there was a “beer pong” table present at the celebration was substantiated.  It was also substantiated that a student who was cited with a DUI the morning after the party was present at the graduation party in question; however, it could not be substantiated that this student became intoxicated while at this party.  Supt. Chisholm read aloud a letter submitted by the Sanders County Sheriff’s Office informing the school board that the legal investigation has been completed and forwarded to the Montana Attorney General’s office for review.  Some audience members questioned the validity of the investigation and one member asked the investigator if she thinks she would have arrived at the same outcome had there 
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not been a criminal investigation being conducted at the same time.  Ms. Langoni responded that she was not able to question one of the hosts of the celebration and that not all questions were answered by the hosts as per their 
legal advice due to conflicts with the legal investigation; however, the outcome of the investigation would have been the same even if the legal investigation was not being conducted.  Ms. Langoni stated that she relied on the credibility, as determined by Ms. Langoni, of the other people questioned that were actually present at the celebration.  Vice-Chairman Warren complimented Ms. Langoni on her efforts with the investigation and noted that all interested people were given the opportunity to make their statements to the investigator.  Several members of the board and audience voiced their concerns with this party in general and the alleged lack of action by school officials and employees to question the minors present at the party in respect to underage drinking.  In addition, several members of the audience voiced their concerns with the acceptance of underage drinking in the community and stated the need for cultural change.  Trustee French noted the amount of resources used within the school system, in cooperation with various community groups, to educate the students about the effects of alcohol and that this education needs to continue past school hours by the staff.  Trustee Warren suggested that the adults may now need this education.  Trustee Lawyer recommended that a code of ethics for school officials and employees may need to be drafted.  In was also suggested that school board policy needs to be amended or drafted in regards to alcohol and/or underage drinking and that a board committee be formed to draft policy, education programs for the adults, and a code of ethics.   Some members of the audience thanked the board for conducting the investigation and stated that they hope the district can move forward and make positive changes.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren. 

The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

Chairman of the Board



District Clerk

