Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
August 13, 2009
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Nick Lawyer, Polly Icenoggle, Ron Warren, Katy French, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Dede Steinebach and Superintendent Richard Magera
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Krista Standeford, John Haynes, Del Zetterberg, and Chris Allen
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  




Trustee Lawyer thanked the trustees and school staff for the support shown to him during his illness.

MINUTES:


The minutes of the 7/20/09 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Warren)  Lawyer Abstained.  Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6147-6158 AND






Claims Warrants #46222-46277 ($131,842.48)





(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  
Student Trip - Japan
John Haynes, a 1990 Plains High School graduate, informed the board that he would be willing to accompany a maximum of 10 students and adults to Kumamoto City, Japan in June or July to give them an opportunity to experience traditional arts, history, sciences, and various other aspects of Japan.  Mr. Haynes taught in a private school in Japan and has several connections in the area.  The cost for this experience would be the plane ticket, $500.00, and financial assistance for Mr. Haynes.  Mr. Haynes would be willing to help with fundraisers.  Mr. McDonald will meet with Mr. Haynes to discuss details and present the proposal to interested students.  Trustee Lawyer requested Mr. McDonald report back to the board at the next meeting.
REPORTS:
Principals

Principal Holland reported that Eliza Sorte will be here on Wednesday, August 26 to present an optional Step Up to Writing workshop for the staff.  In addition, Ms. Sorte will be providing mandatory Indian Ed for All training to the staff on Thursday, August 27.  Principal McDonald informed the board that the back-to-school picnic will be held on Thursday, August 27 at 4:00 p.m. at the golf course.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:

Counselor Resignation
1.  The board accepted the resignation of Wendy Starkey as Elementary Counselor/Teacher effective immediately.
(Warren/Icenoggle)  Passed.
Counselor/Teacher Hire
2.  Principal Holland informed the board that the interview committee selected Kevin Meredith as their recommendation for Counselor/Teacher.  Mr. Holland informed the board that due to the lack of timeliness of Mrs. Starkey’s resignation, there were no active applicants endorsed in school counseling.  Mr. Meredith has applied to the counseling program; however, he cannot be accepted until February.  The school will receive a deviance on the accreditation report by the state until Mr. Meredith is accepted into the program. There are no financial
Plains Public Schools #1

Minutes – 8/13/09

Page 2

repercussions for this deviance.  Once accepted into the counseling internship program, Mr. Meredith will have three years to complete the coursework.  Mr. Holland also informed the board that the district’s counseling programs will be restructured with Mr. Meredith and Mrs. Taylor working together for grades K-12.  Mr. Meredith’s strong math background will also be utilized for the teaching portion of the position.  The board accepted the interview committee’s recommendation to hire Kevin Meredith as Counselor/Teacher for the 2009-10 school year.
(Warren/French)  Passed.

Principal Holland informed the board that Ms. Majerus, the new music teacher, will be working with Denise Earhart, Aide, to provide music to grades K-5.  Mrs. Earhart has a bachelor’s degree in music.

School Nurse - Union
3.  Del Zetterberg, School Nurse, presented her request to be included in the certified union (PTO) instead of the classified union (PCEA).  Due to the professional nature of her position, Ms. Zetterberg stated that the certified union is more appropriate to represent her than the classified union.  Ms. Zetterberg informed the board that she holds a bachelor’s degree in community studies, an associate degree in nursing, and is one of three nurses in the state that is nationally certified.  The state school nursing association is encouraging schools to hire nurses with bachelor’s degrees in nursing and to include them in the certified union with pay and benefits appropriately reflected.  The association is also encouraging schools to grandfather existing school nurses into this reassignment.    Trustee Lawyer informed the board that Ms. Zetterberg is his mother and referred to nepotism laws regarding the offering of new contracts.  The remaining board members agreed that Ms. Zetterberg is not a new hire therefore there are no nepotism issues.  The board approved the transfer of the nursing position to the certified union (PTO).  It was noted that this decision does re-enforce the district’s preference for bachelor’s degree in nursing for all new nurse hires.
(French/Icenoggle)  Lawyer Abstained.  Passed.
Salary Placement

Clerk Holland stated her concern with the salary placement of Del Zetterberg on the certified scale because all teachers have a bachelor’s degree in education and movement across the salary schedule is based on this degree.  Del Zetterberg’s bachelor’s degree is not in the area of nursing.  Clerk Holland recommended placing Ms. Zetterberg on the salary schedule at a BA, 8 years experience.  There would not be any issues with setting precedence because all teachers have at least a bachelor’s degree in education.  The board approved placing Ms. Zetterberg at BA, 8 on the certified salary schedule and requested Supt. Magera research whether or not this placement is appropriate, verify that no precedence is set, and verify approval by the certified union.





(Warren/French)  Lawyer Abstained.  Passed. 
Substitute Hires

4.  The board approved Audrey Marjerrison, Paula Petri, Susan Snead, and Gina Phillips as substitutes for the 2009-10 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background checks.
(Lawyer/Warren)  Passed.
Bus Driver Approvals
5.  The board approved the list of bus drivers for the 2009-10 school year as presented.
(Lawyer/Warren)  Passed.
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Cross Country Meet
6.  The board approved the request by the cross country team to travel out of state to Athol, Idaho to compete in a meet on Saturday, September 19, 2009.




(French/Warren)  Passed.


Finals Budgets

7.  The board reviewed the proposed final budgets during a work session prior to the regular meeting.  The elimination of the National Honor Society Advisor and Concessions Advisor positions were included in the final budget proposal.  These programs will still be available to the students; however, they will be administered by Principal McDonald and the high school teachers.  Clerk Holland informed the audience that taxable values for the district are not available at this time; therefore, the budget resolutions proposed adopt final budget amounts and give the clerk the authority to set the number of mills and inform the county superintendent at the time taxable values are available.  

High School

The board approved the resolution to adopt the 2009-10 High School final budgets as presented.






General Fund

$1,314,915.56






Transportation Fund
$    106,800.00






Retirement Fund

$    155,000.00






Adult Education Fund
$        6,000.00






Technology Fund

$    107,200.00






Flexibility Fund

$      14,500.00





TOTAL


$1,704,415.56




(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed. 

Elementary

The board approved the resolution to adopt the 2009-10 Elementary final budgets as presented.






General Fund

$1,617,472.65






Transportation Fund
$    147,000.00






Retirement Fund

$    205,500.00






Technology Fund

$      40,000.00






Flexibility Fund

$        8,700.00





TOTAL


$2,018,672.65





(Lawyer/Warren)  Passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, September 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
