Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
August 18, 2011
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


Ron Warren, John Holland, Sydne Connolly, Polly Icenoggle, Dede Steinebach, Superintendent Thomas Chisholm, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Lisa French
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Senator Greg Hinkle, Gail Hinkle, Mark French, Corey Lindsay, Charles French, Ben French, Katy French, Amanda Hansen, Carey Stinnett, Viki Spencer, Bruce Icenoggle, John Curry, Dean French, Carl Benson, Chris Allen, Holly Blood, Kimberly Joner, Larry Rivinius, Jim Uli, Shelly Rummel, and Mike Tatum 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Warren called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 7/20/11 regular meeting were approved as presented.




(Holland/Connolly)  Passed.
WARRANTS:


The bills and warrants for August, 2011 were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #7425-7436 AND






Claims Warrants #48388-48459 ($124,911.00)





(Steinebach/Holland)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:


Policy Changes

Cory Lindsay questioned why the policy was changed to require that all students

must take six classes instead of four in order to participate in extracurricular activities.  Supt. responded that the policy previously required that a student must be enrolled “full-time” in order to participate in extracurricular activities and that the new policy defines “full-time”.   Mr. Lindsay requested that the board consider lowering the requirement to four classes, two of which may be on-line, in order to encourage participation by home school students. The additional home school student enrollment could be added financial support for the district. Mark French asked why his son was allowed to participate in extracurricular programs in the previous year when he was only taking four classes.  Supt. Chisholm responded that he allowed an exception in that case.  Mr. French also asked why the district is requiring six classes when the Montana High School Association has lowered its requirement to two classes.  Ms. Dean French also requested an explanation for the higher requirement.  Supt. Chisholm responded that he would be happy to meet with any interested party and discuss their concerns in his office; however, the board is just hearing public comment at this time.  Several audience members stated that home school children should be allowed to participate in extracurricular programs because their parents are paying taxes.  Senator Hinkle asked and received clarification that the Montana High School Association requires students to be enrolled in two classes in order to be eligible for extracurricular participation.  In addition, students who take two classes count, partially, toward student enrollment numbers for figuring school funding amounts.  Katy French presented a petition with 38 signatures in regards to policy #2035 (Montana Digital Academy) and a petition with 45 signatures in regards to policy #3136 (Conditions for Attendance/Participation by Home-School Students) requesting the board re-consider these policies and open up a dialogue with the public to create policies that better reflect the needs of the community.  
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REPORTS:
Supt.


1.  Supt. Chisholm updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.    The maintenance department walk-through for the board members will be next month.
 b.   Practice for football, cross country and volleyball has begun.  23 boys are currently participating in football. 
 c.   School is scheduled to begin next week with PIR time scheduled for the teachers on August 25 & 26.


Principal

2.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, thanked the custodial staff for all their

work this summer to make the school buildings and grounds clean and shiny for the start of school.  Mr. Holland also reported that the current student enrollment is up 12 students to 266 students in grades K-7.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Cheerleading Program
1.  Supt. Chisholm informed the audience that the board had previously canceled

the current year cheerleading program due to lack of interest.  Since the last meeting, an application has been received for the Volunteer Cheerleading Coach position and a request has been made to re-instate the program.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to re-instate the cheerleading program for the 2011-12 school year effective immediately.




(Connolly/Icenoggle)  Passed.


Cheerleading Coach
2.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve Holly





Blood as the Volunteer Cheerleading Coach for the 2011-12 school year.




(Steinebach/Holland)  Passed.


School Nurse

3.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Abigail Collett

as School Nurse for the 2011-12 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.  Ms. Collett has the proper credentials to receive a certified position contract.





(Holland/Steinebach)  Passed.
Transp. Contract Amend
4.  Supt. Chisholm reported that he met with Larry Revier, Bus Contractor, to draft a proposal to adjust the reimbursement rate for the bus routes in order to accommodate the reduced day school calendar.  The goal of the amendment is to allow the bus drivers and contractor to receive the same pay for the 169 day 2011-12 school year as was received for the 180 day 2010-11 school year.  This is the same agreement that was negotiated for the district employees.  The negotiated proposal took into consideration the need to eliminate the built-in percentage increase and adjust for reduced fuel costs.  As per the contractor’s request, the 2012-13 increase was granted in 2011-12 but will not increase again until the following year (2013-14).  The proposed agreement was approved by the board committee members.  The board approved amending the transportation contract with Revier Transportation to accommodate the new 169 day school calendar as follows: 




Regular bus route reimbursement rates:





2011-12 school year - $4.03/mile





2012-13 school year - $4.03/mile





2013-14 school year - $4.13/mile
(Icenoggle/Holland)  Passed.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Co-op Agreements
1.  The request by Hot Springs to dissolve the cooperative agreements for Wrestling and Softball was withdrawn.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation not to dissolve these cooperative agreements.
(Holland/Connolly)  Passed. 
Burnham Contract 
2.  The board amended the contract with Lisa Burnham, Speech Pathologist, from .8 FTE to .87 FTE to accommodate the 169 day school calendar schedule.
(Icenoggle/Steinebach)  Passed.

Kitchen Substitutes
3.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve Marjorie Steinebach as a substitute in the kitchen pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.




(Icenoggle/Holland)  Steinebach abstained.  Passed.


Volunteer F-Ball Coaches
4.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm and Head Coach Mike Tatum’s recommendation to approve Greg Newton and Beau French as Volunteer Assistant Football Coaches for the 2011-12 school year.







(Holland/Icenoggle)  Steinebach abstained.  Passed.


Bus Driver Approvals
5.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve the list of bus drivers for the 2011-12 school year as presented.  




(Holland/Steinebach)  Passed.


Final Budget Adoption 
6.  A work session was held prior to the board meeting to review the proposed final budgets with the board members.  The board adopted the 2011-12 Final Budgets as follows:






ELEMENTARY FINAL BUDGETS






General Fund

$1,636,960.63






Transportation Fund
$   156,000.00






Retirement Fund

$   198,000.00






Technology Fund

$     43,700.00






Flexibility Fund

$       8,850.00





TOTAL ELEMENTARY
$2,043,510.63






HIGH SCHOOL FINAL BUDGETS






General Fund

$1,273,077.72






Transportation Fund
$   112,300.00






Retirement Fund

$   150,000.00






Adult Ed. Fund

$       6,000.00






Technology Fund

$   170,000.00






Flexibility Fund

$     17,700.00





TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL
$1,729,077.72





(Holland/Connolly)  Passed.


Special Meeting

7.  Supt. Chisholm informed the board that a special meeting may be required to consider the request for attendance of a 19 year old student. 
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. by Chairman Warren.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, September 19, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
