Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
September 21, 2009
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland, Nick Lawyer, Dede Steinebach, Polly Icenoggle, Katy French, Superintendent Richard Magera, and Clerk Virginia Holland
ABSENT:


Ron Warren
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Chris Allen, Viki Spencer, Roni Mitch, and Tony Banovich
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Holland called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 8/13/09 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Icenoggle)    Passed.
WARRANTS:


Trustee Lawyer had a question regarding the warrant issued to Consolidated Electrical in the amount of $17,729.37.  Supt. Magera informed Mr. Lawyer that this warrant paid for supplies for the energy retrofit project and will be reimbursed by the Quick Start Energy Grant funds.  The bills and warrants for the month were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #6159-6231 AND






Claims Warrants #46278-46356 ($343,246.52)





(Steinebach/French)  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  
Distance Learning

Roni Mitch asked about the status of the distance learning program.  Principal McDonald informed her that it will be discussed in his report.
REPORTS:
El Principal

1.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletters and current student enrollment which shows an increase in grades K-7.  Trustee Lawyer asked how the new teacher hires were doing and Mr. Holland responded that they are doing a good job and that the district is very fortunate.  It was also noted that the number of high school students enrolled in music classes have doubled since last year.
HS Principal

2.  Larry McDonald, High Principal, submitted a written report and updated the board and audience on the following high school issues:
a. 
Enrollment is currently down in grades 8-12.

b. 
An ACT prep class is offered during first period.  The first ACT test will be held on October 31 in Plains.

c.  
At the present time, there are only a few dual credit classes offered on-line for high school students.  Mr. McDonald read through the classes available through FVCC and stated that the U of M Western is only offering an Intro to Business Writing on-line.  The difficulty colleges face when offering dual credit courses are that the instructors need to have a class 8 teaching certificate issued by the state.  The amount of class offerings increases for dual enrollment.   Mr. McDonald added that there may be more dual credit on-line courses offered during second semester.  Mr. McDonald and the board briefly discussed the prerequisite for ACT test results and Compass test scores prior to enrolling in some courses.  Trustee French informed the board that FVCC would be willing to come and administer the required Compass testing if enough students were interested and enough notice given.  Trustee French also informed the board and audience that FVCC is considering offering a mini-semester between fall and spring semester.  
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d.  
The Montana Virtual Academy is still in its formation stages and is a year away from being operational.

e.  
Trustee French offered information regarding Advanced Placement programs in which the students learn the material on their own and the schools administer the test.  The students could then utilize an “exchange site” on the internet to see what post secondary schools would accept the A/P course for college credit.  There are fee waivers and reduced fees for low income families.  Principal McDonald will look into this option.
f.  
Trustee Lawyer voiced his concern with the number of free periods and teacher’s aide periods for students.  Principal McDonald responded that these periods help with scheduling issues and that there are no study hall opportunities for students.  Viki Spencer, parent, also responded that her daughter is a teacher’s aide and also has a full academic load.
g.  
Trustee Lawyer asked and Principal McDonald responded that the National Honor Society will be meeting next Wednesday to elect officers.

Supt.


3.  Superintendent Magera updated the board on the following district issues:
a. 
Plains was the only school in the county to make AYP (Annual Yearly Progress).  Chairman Holland suggested something be done for the teachers to show appreciation for their work and dedication.

b. 
Mr. Magera will pursue the use of Legacy Funds for the roof repair project.

c. 
The energy retrofit project should be completed by September 30.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Substitutes

The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to approve Linda Wilson, Molly Tingley, and Karen Marley as substitutes, Linda Wilson as a cafeteria substitute, and Nastastia McCubbins as a substitute nurse.  All approvals are contingent upon the outcomes of the fingerprint background checks.




(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Pep Band

1.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Brittany Majerus as Pep Band Advisor for the 2009-10 school year.
(French/Steinbach)  Passed.
Trustee Lawyer asked if the district is obligated to pay the stipend in the event pep band is cancelled.  Principal McDonald responded that we will be obligated to pay; however, he has waited to recommend the hiring of a pep band advisor until he was confident that there is enough students to form the band.  Ms. Majerus currently has 20 students available for pep band and has worked out a schedule with Mr. McDonald.  The board and administration briefly discussed the possibility of adding language to the contract outlining prorated pay in the event the program is cancelled and also discussed the difficulties of implementing this type of change. 

Assistant Drama Hire
2.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Catherine Emmett as Assistant Drama Advisor for the 2009-10 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.



(Steinebach/Lawyer)  Passed.

Jr. High Track Coach
3.  The board accepted Supt. Magera’s recommendation to hire Gena Ferlan as Jr. High Track Coach for the 2009-10 school year.

(Steinebach/Lawyer)  Passed.
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JMG Advisor

4.  The board accepted Principal McDonald’s recommendation to approve Kevin Meredith as an additional JMG advisor.  Mr. McDonald informed the board that the JMG advisors share one stipend.

(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed. 
Sub Bus Driver

5.  The board approved Crystal Engebert as a substitute bus driver pending the outcome of the fingerprint background check.

(Steinebach/French)  Passed.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. by Chairman Holland.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, October 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
