


Follow the Bouncing Ball!

 The month of January means basketball for students at Plains Elementary.  The Junior High teams have just wrapped up another great season capped off by another championship run by the eighth grade team.  This year’s Sanders County Championship was a rematch of last year’s title game between Plains and Hot Springs. The young Horsemen played very hard but came up one point short.  Thanks to Mr. Tatum for coaching this hard-working crew.  Mr. Thompson’s seventh grade squad also had a great year losing only two games the entire season.  Many of these student/athletes also had the opportunity to play on the eighth grade team where they contributed greatly and gained valuable experience for next year.

The third and fourth grade students had the chance to participate in Little Dribblers, a basketball program that is ran during the REACH after-school program.  Over twenty players practiced with Mr. Cole and Mr. Meredith and then showcased their skills to parents and fans at the annual Jamboree last Friday afternoon.  It was great to see the students’ enthusiasm and hustle during the games and we really appreciate the time Mr. Cole and Mr. Meredith spent with these student/athletes.  The fifth and sixth grade portion of the program will start this week and ends with a tournament on Saturday, February 12th.


This year the kindergarten through second grade students had the opportunity to also play some ball.  Thanks to the efforts of coaches Richard Griffin and Matt Diehl, along with the coordination of Mrs. Diehl and Ms. Errecart, these K-2 students spent two nights in the gym honing their skills and then performed at halftime of the games against Troy last Saturday. To say the least, the future looks bright for Trotter and Horsemen basketball!  

One of the most fun things to watch when these elementary students practice and play is the interaction that they have with our volunteer high school student/athletes.  They shared not only their skills but also their enthusiasm for the game with 
these up-and-coming players. It was refreshing to see the fun that both age groups were having and it makes us very proud of our high school volunteer student/athletes.
Crt test dates

Students in grades three through eight and grade ten will once again be taking the Montana Criterion Reference Test (CRT) in reading, math, and science  during the week of March 14th.  The CRT tests are made up of multiple choice questions and “constructed response” questions that require students to explain their answer in a short paragraph.  The tests are part of the formula that the state uses to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for our school.  Maintaining AYP means that a school is in good standing according to the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements.  Plains Elementary has consistently made AYP thanks to the hard work of our students and staff.  However, as the student proficiency rates increase each year it becomes more and more difficult.  This is why we, as well as schools throughout the nation, put such an emphasis on being prepared for these tests.

It is very important that during the week of March 14th that students attend school.  We will have time during the next week to give make-up exams but student scores sometime suffer because they are not in the normal setting for taking the test and they are more apt to rush. Please make sure your child gets plenty of rest and eats a good breakfast each morning.  We will be providing snacks for students during break times. Thanks for your support in helping our students prepare for this important week.






















PAGE  
1

