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[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Upcoming Events


1-12 End of 2nd Quarter


1-13 No School


1-20 Report Cards Sent Home


1-19 5th & 6th Ski Trip


1-20 & 21 Jr. High County Tourney @ Thompson Falls


1-26 7th & 8th Ski Trip








Hitting the Slopes!


The middle school students will once again be participating in the annual ski day at Lookout Ski Area!  The fifth and sixth grade trip will be on January 19th and the seventh and eighth grade trip will be on January 26th.  Parents should have already received information that was sent home with students.  If you did not receive the ski letter, feel free to contact us and we will send you another.


It is important to remember that this trip is a privilege and must be earned by students.  Students who are not in good standing academically or behaviorally will not be allowed to go and will remain at school.  Hopefully that will not be a problem, but please remind your child of the consequences of their poor choices while at school.


We are very grateful to the McGowan Foundation for funding the ski trip.  Through their generosity the district is able to provide transportation for the students.  This is the second year that the McGowan Foundation has stepped up to make sure that this annual trip continues. Thanks!


Khan Academy


	One question that we often receive from parents is “What are some ways I can help my child at home?”  There are many things that parents can do that require nothing more than time.  Reading with your child or even practicing math facts are just a few basic methods that will always lead to student success.  One of the new tools that we are tryng with our fifth grade students in math is called the Khan Academy. 


	The Khan Academy is a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Not-for-profit" \o "Not-for-profit" �not-for-profit� educational organization, created in 2006 by � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladeshi_American" \o "Bangladeshi American" �Bangladeshi American� educator � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salman_Khan_%28educator%29" \o "Salman Khan (educator)" �Salman Khan�, a graduate of MIT. With the stated � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_statement" \o "Mission statement" �mission� of "providing a high quality education to anyone, anywhere", the website supplies a free online collection of more than 2,600 lectures via video tutorials stored on � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube" \o "YouTube" �YouTube� teaching � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics" \o "Mathematics" �Mathematics�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History" \o "History" �History�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Healthcare" \o "Healthcare" �Healthcare� & � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medicine" \o "Medicine" �Medicine�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finance" \o "Finance" �Finance�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physics" \o "Physics" �Physics�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemistry" \o "Chemistry" �Chemistry�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biology" \o "Biology" �Biology�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy" \o "Astronomy" �Astronomy�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economics" \o "Economics" �Economics�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmology" \o "Cosmology" �Cosmology� and Computer Science. (Wikipedia, 2011)


	In the case of our fifth graders, we use the Khan Academy as an enrichment tool.  Students work at their own pace and at their own level.  When they are comfortable and confident with the problems they are working on, they move to another level.  If they are having trouble understanding a concept, they can watch a short YouTube video explaining how to solve the problem.  This is a great tool for any of us who are attempting to help students with their homework.  Mrs. Rehbein or I can view student progress by becoming each student’s coach.  If you would like more information, please feel free to contact the school or logon to the Khan Academy at � HYPERLINK "http://www.khanacademy.org" �www.khanacademy.org�.  Best of all, it’s free to all!





Principal Jim Holland


�HYPERLINK "mailto:jholland@blackfoot.net"�jholland@blackfoot.net�


826-8600








New Hours!


8:20	School Begins for K-12 M-F


3:25 	Wildhorse dismissal M-TH


3:35	Grades 3-6 dismissal  M-TH


3:40	Grades 7-12 dismissal  M-TH


Friday


2:55	Wildhorse dismissal


3:05	Grades 3-6 dismissal


3:10	Grades 7-12 dismissal
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