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[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Upcoming Events


2-1  Little Guy Wrestling Signups 5:30 in the Library


2-3 7th & 8th Ski Trip


2-20 School Board Meeting 7:00 Library


2-23  No School


2-24  No School














Fifth Grade Student Celebrates 3rd Birthday!


It sounds like we are stealing headlines from the National Enquirer but its true.  Plains Elementary has a three-year old in the fifth grade. . . kind of.  Eli Galarneau will celebrate his third birthday on February 29th.  Eli is a leap year baby!  Eli is one of four million people in the world to have his birthday on February 29th.  The chances of being a “leapling,” as they are called, is 1 in 1,461.


Why do we have leap year?  Actually the calendar is based on 365 ¼ days.  Since we do not have a ¼ day, every four years we insert an extra day to catch up. Happy Birthday Eli!!


CRT Time


	Students in grades three through eight and grade ten will once again be taking the Montana Criterion Reference Test (CRT) in reading, math, and science  during the week of March 12th.  The CRT tests are made up of multiple choice questions and “constructed response” questions that require students to explain their answer in a short paragraph.  The tests are part of the formula that the state uses to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for our school.  Maintaining AYP means that a school is in good standing according to the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements.  Plains Elementary has consistently made AYP thanks to the hard work of our students and staff.  However, as the student proficiency rates increase each year it becomes more and more difficult.  This is why we, as well as schools throughout the nation, put such an emphasis on being prepared for these tests.


It is very important that students attend school during the week of March 12th.  We will have time during the next week to give make-up exams but student scores sometime suffer. Students who are not in the normal setting for taking the test are more apt to rush or be distracted. Please make sure your child gets plenty of rest and eats a good breakfast each morning.  We will be providing snacks for students during break times. Thanks for your support in helping our students prepare for this important week.


Playing for the World


	Seventh grade students are currently working on a unit in Montana History that deals with the Fort Shaw women’s basketball team.  This team that was made up of Native American girls from Montana and Idaho went to the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis where they were crowned champions.  Students spent the first day of the unit with Dottie Susag, who with the help of her students at Simms High School, researched the history of this team.  Their research resulted in the PBS documentary called “Playing for the World”.  Students will view the documentary, participate in lessons developed by Ms. Susag, and complete a writing project that will compare the Fort Shaw story with another Native American studies book the students are currently reading.  


Dottie’s visit was sponsored through a grant provided by Humanities of Montana.  If you would like to learn more about the Fort Shaw team visit  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.neh.gov/news/humanities/2010-11/WorldBeaters.html" �http://www.neh.gov/news/humanities/2010-11/WorldBeaters.html� for the story.








Principal Jim Holland


�HYPERLINK "mailto:jholland@blackfoot.net"�jholland@blackfoot.net�


826-8600








New Hours!


8:20	School Begins for K-12 M-F


3:25 	Wildhorse dismissal M-TH


3:35	Grades 3-6 dismissal  M-TH


3:40	Grades 7-12 dismissal  M-TH


Friday


2:55	Wildhorse dismissal


3:05	Grades 3-6 dismissal


3:10	Grades 7-12 dismissal
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