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 Ski Trip!

 Thanks to a generous donation from the McGowan Foundation the middle school ski trips will be available for the 2010-11 school year!  The fifth and sixth grade trip will be on January 20th  and the seventh and eighth grade trip will be on February 3rd.  Parents should have already received information that was sent home with students but if you did not receive the ski letter feel free to contact us and we will send you another.

It is important to remember that this trip is a privilege and must be earned by students.  Students who are not in good standing academically or behaviorally will not be allowed to go and will remain at school.  The January 20th date is also the last day of the quarter so fifth and sixth grade students will have to have all of their late work completed by that day in order to attend the ski trip. Hopefully that will not be a problem but please remind your child of the consequences of their poor choices while at school.
Thinking About Next Year

January is a time that administrators start thinking about next year.  Although there is plenty of things to get accomplished during 2010-11 we still need to start thinking about long range planning that will have the district ready for the 2011-12 school year.


Funding is the first thing that comes to mind. The table shows the downward trend of enrollment in grades K-7 during the last five years. The main reason for this is the small size of the current fourth and fifth grade classes.  If those classes were the same size as our other classes our average would be maintaining the 260 students we had in 06-07.  What does this have to do with funding?  Each student is considered in the ANB (average number belonging) formula which is part of our state funding for each year.  Having fewer students in 2010-11 means a drop in funding in this area for 2011-12.  This is just one of the  many factors that play a key part in funding.  None is more important than what the Montana Legislature will be doing in the next few months.  We will keep you posted.

Another area to look at is personnel.  We will have at least four retirements of teachers or support staff in the elementary this year.  How we fill these positions will be based on funding and enrollment (sound familiar!).  We try to gauge our Kindergarten enrollments early enough to know if we need two classes and then make personnel decisions based on class sizes from there.  Funding also determines our number of paraprofessionals that we can use in the classroom to assist teachers.


We also take a look at curriculum and our student achievement.  It would be easy to say that one drives another.  We want to continue to maintain the strong scores that our students have achieved in the last five years by making sure that our curriculum and materials match our goals and the state goals for student success. If our achievement falls short of where we want it to be or a trend of poor achievement begins, we then need to do some reflection of what we our teaching and the method in which we deliver it.  We do not base our curriculum needs solely on the CRT scores that are talked about statewide (except for two occasions Plains Elementary has scored at or above the state average in these tests).  We also use the STAR, Dibels, and Aimsweb tests three times per year to measure student growth. As an example, we are now in the process of  updating our middle school math series (grades 6-8).  Having a textbook rotation allows us to keep current without costing the district a large amount of money (funding!).  This math series will complete an elementary upgrade that has included primary reading, math, social studies and science in the last five years.
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