


Plains Public Schools Pass the test!

The Montana Office of Public Instruction recently released its report of Adequate Yearly Progress for schools in the state.  According to OPI adequate yearly progress (AYP) is measured using reading and math scores from the MontCAS test taken in the Spring, participation rates, attendance, and graduation rates. Test results are reported for ten specific student groups including race/ethnicity,

family income, limited English proficiency, and students with disabilities. A school makes AYP only if each of the student groups within the school meets the federal requirements. If any of the student groups in the tested grades do not meet the performance targets for math or reading; participation; attendance; or graduation then the entire school does not make AYP. There are 41 categories a school must meet to make AYP. 

Plains Public Schools made adequate yearly progress in all areas in the elementary, junior high, and high school.  This is no easy feat and we are proud of the hard work put forth by our students, teachers, and support staff!  Each year the bar is raised higher for our students.  In fact, the No Child Left Behind Act requires that 100 percent of students demonstrate proficiency by 2013-2014. Whether this is an attainable goal is debatable. One thing that isn’t in question is the fact that students and staff will continue to work hard in the classroom.
Swine Flu
One of the major topics worldwide is the H1N1 or Swine Flu.  Plains Public schools has adopted guidelines concerning the flu and how we will deal with students who become sick. These guidelines apply to any flu virus circulating during the 2009-2010 school year, not only 2009 H1N1 flu.  Schools may act as a point of transfer, where students can easily spread flu to other students and their families.  With 2009 H1N1 flu, the largest number of cases has been in people between the ages of 5 and 24 years old.  These guidelines offer specific steps for school staff, parents and students to take given the current flu conditions as well as for more severe flu conditions.

Here is an summary of the 2009-2010 Plains Public School flu guidelines:

1.
There will be an on-going awareness campaign for staff and students to increase hygienic practices including using proper respiratory etiquette and hand washing technique.

2.
Students with symptoms of the flu, including cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, will be sent to the school nurse to have their temperature checked.  If this occurs outside of the school nurse’s working hours, another designated staff member will check the student’s temperature and notify the principal if the student’s temperature is 100° (F) or higher.

3.
Any student with flu-like symptoms and a temperature of 100° (F) or higher will be sent home.  Students will remain home until at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever or signs of a fever, without the use of fever-reducing medicines.  They should stay home until at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever even if they are using anti-viral medications.

4.
Students who become sick at school will be moved to a separate room until they can be sent home.  

5.
All students returning to school after being ill with flu-like symptoms including a fever of over 100° (F) will be required to have their temperature checked by the school nurse before being re-admitted to class.  The school nurse’s hours are 9:30-1:30, M-F.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at 826-3666.
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