


Moving on
During the January school board meeting, Superintendent Richard Magera tendered his resignation to the board of trustees effective June 30, 2010.  After many years of loyal service and hard work for the students, staff, and parents of the Plains community Mr. Magera has decided to retire.  We will truly miss the support and guidance Mr. Magera has given to all of the children and adults he has worked with throughout the years.  Thanks from all of us at Plains Public Schools!  What’s next?  The board will work with the Montana School Board Association in finding Mr. Magera’s replacement.  The position is currently being advertised and the time table for finding his replacement is currently set for sometime in March.  We will let you know more about the interview process and a time when you will be able to meet the prospective candidates.  You can also check the school website for any information about the position and dates and times of any meetings concerning the position at www.plainsschools.net. 
Winter wrap-up

The Winter sports season officially wrapped up with the Plains Horsemen 8th grade basketball team competing in the Sanders County Tournament in Noxon.  The team made it to the championship game where they lost a hard fought game to Hot Springs.  They finished their season with a 7 win and 5 loss season.  The 7th grade team had a very good year also finishing with a record of 8-2.  Thanks goes out to coaches Mike Tatum and Dave Thompson for the time they put in with our student athletes to not only teach the fundamentals of basketball but also teamwork and sportsmanship.  The basketball does not stop there however.  The Little Dribblers program, which is run through the REACH after school program teaches the basketball basics to student in grades three through six.   The third and fourth wrapped up their season on Friday, January 29th with a round robin tournament.  The fifth and sixth begin their practice February 1st and will conclude on February 12th with a tournament also.  We appreciate the work that Mr. Meredith and 
Mr. Cole have done with these future Horsemen and Trotters.

In the classroom, we have just wrapped up the second quarter and first semester.  It is hard to believe that we are over half way through the 2009-10 school year.  We will have honor roll and perfect attendance students for you in next month’s news.  The geography bee was recently held with seventh grade student Aaron Baker taking home first place.  Second place went to Russell Kujula, another seventh grader and third to Josh Connolly, a fifth grader. Aaron will take a test to determine if he is eligible for the state meet held in Billings.  Congratulations and Good Luck!
I LOVE TO READ MONTH runs throughout February for all students & staff.  The emphasis is on reading lots!  Each Elementary class has set a goal of reading points they hope to achieve.  In grades 3-6, the local Masonic Lodge is donating “Bikes for Books” for a lucky winner in each of those grade levels.  The culminating event will be a Book Fair, in the school library, on March 4th & 5th.  Elementary students will visit the Book Fair on Thursday & fill out a “wish list,” which they will take home to their parents.  There will be over a thousand books to choose from, covering all levels of reading.  Read with your children and encourage them to read lots this month! The Book Fair & I LOVE TO READ MONTH is for everyone.

Familiar Faces in New Places

When you visit the elementary school this Spring, don’t be surprised to see some recent former alumni teaching classes.  Plains Elementary is happy to have three student teachers who graduated from the district.  Marie Errecart has been on a year-long student teaching experience spending the first semester with Mr. Haynes in the sixth grade and now with Mrs. Diehl in Kindergarten.  Laura Svalberg has just begun her experience with Mrs. Hojem and the fourth grade.  Later this month Mrs. Rehbein’s fifth grade class will welcome Jill Rice for the second semester.  We are proud of the accomplishments of these three young ladies and are happy they will begin their careers with us!
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