


Big Week upcoming
During the week of March 8th  Plains Schools will be giving the Montana Criterion Reference Test (CRT) to students in grades three through eight and grade ten.  Mrs. Hojem’s Fourth Grade class will also use the week of March 15th to complete their tests.  The CRT measures student performance in the areas of math and reading with an added test in science for grades four, eight, and ten. The CRT tests are made up of multiple choice questions and “constructed response” questions that require students to explain their answer in a short paragraph.  The tests are part of the formula that the state uses to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for our school.  Maintaining AYP means that a school is in good standing according to the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements.  Plains Elementary has consistently made AYP thanks to the hard work of our students and staff.  However, as the student proficiency rates increase each year it becomes more and more difficult.  This is why we, as well as schools throughout the nation, put such an emphasis on being prepared for these tests.

It is very important that during the week of the 8th that students attend school.  We will have time during the next week to give make-up exams but student scores sometime suffer because they are not in the normal setting for taking the test and they are more apt to rush through the test.  Please make sure your child gets plenty of rest and eats a good breakfast each morning.  We will be providing snacks for students during break times. Thanks for your support in helping our students prepare for this important week.
Second Quarter Honorees

We are more than half-way through the third quarter but we still need to reflect on the accomplishments of our students during the second quarter of the 2009-10 school year.  Students earning straight A’s during the second quarter 
include: Kyle Burrows, Jessica Thompson, Tiga Ward, Shayna Burgess, Karsen Krebs, Demi 

Horton, Leah Thompson, Danika Whitcomb, Tanna Cole, Jenna Peterson, Hailey Phillips, Aaron Baker, and Sami Jo Kinzie.  Students who have had perfect attendance for the first semester include: Jacob Johnson, Dane Martin, Kassidy Kinzie, Anjel Martinez, Logan Benson, Justice Weeks, Demi Horton, Leah Thompson, Lily Huenink, and Erin McCrea.  Congratulations are in order for these students and the 75 students in grades four through seven that made the honor roll!
Bus Riders in Good Hands

Bus contractor Larry Revier of Revier Transportation was recently named one of the “Top Shops” by School Bus Fleet Magazine.  The magazine recognized Larry for his efforts in maintaining a pupil transportation program that prides itself on reliability, safety, and fiscal responsibility.  We are lucky to have someone like Larry and his staff working with the district.  Congratulations and keep up the good work!  If you would like to see the article in its entirety visit the school bus fleet web site www.schoolbusfleet.com and look for the March issue.
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