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	Wildhorse Elementary (K-2)
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	8:25-10:00
	
	Academics
	
	                Grades 7 & 8
	
	

	10:00-10:15
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	8:25-9:34
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	3:10
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	11:15-11:45
	
	5 & 6 Lunch
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Welcome to Plains Elementary!

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the 2011-12 school year!  All of us at Plains Public Schools are looking forward to the upcoming year.  It is important for you to be informed of anything that involves your child at school.  Understanding the Student Handbook is the first step.  Please take time to read the handbook and discuss it with your child.  The contents of this handbook will serve as the guidelines to help make the school year a successful one for you and your child.

As the school year progresses, we will be keeping in constant communication with you about the things that are going on at school.  Sometimes, due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control, changes occur.  We will do our best to inform you of these changes in the quickest way possible.  At the same time, we would appreciate it if you would inform us of any changes that will be affecting your child.  The best way to contact us is by using the 826-8600 phone number.  I look forward to enjoying the time that we spend together working with your child.  Thanks for your support of Plains Elementary!

Sincerely,

Jim E. Holland

Elementary Principal

Student Services
It is the policy of Plains Public School to provide equal access to all programs, both regular and extracurricular, regardless of ethnicity, gender, or special abilities. If you believe your child is not receiving equal treatment, address your concern to Mrs. Linda Knight, Equal Opportunity Coordinator, 826-8600 or mail it to PO Box 549, Plains, Montana 59859.

Library
The library is open each school day 30 minutes before and 30 minutes after regular school hours. Regular circulating materials may be checked out for a period of two (2) weeks at a time and then rechecked for two more weeks if needed. Students will be financially responsible for lost books. 

Counseling
A counselor will be available to grades K-7. Most student/counselor interactions are in a group session with other children, in classroom lessons, and as individual crisis intervention. Plains Public Schools will also have two counselors from the Alta Care group available to work with students on an individual and group basis. Counselors will also present the Steps to Respect counseling program to grades K-6.  Parents are always welcome to preview the lessons and/or sit in on the classroom presentations.
Title I

Beginning the 2009-10 school year, Plains Elementary became a “School Wide Title I” program.  This means that assistance can be given to any student at any time regardless of academic level. Tutoring will still be offered to those students who are struggling with reading or math and who are performing below their grade level. This program is designed to diagnose the deficiency, then to provide instruction to help bring those students up to grade level. Parents will receive a three-week, and six-week grade check for students who are receiving Title I assistance.
RTI
At Plains Elementary School, we do all that we can to help students succeed.  If your child is experiencing difficulties with academics or behavior, we have a variety of options to address needs and challenges.  As a part of a problem-solving process, Plains Elementary has a team of school professionals that are trained in a process called Response To Intervention (RTI).  The Plains Intervention Team (PIT) act off of teacher referrals and assist in helping to identify the problem, set goals, and design interventions.  Progress toward goals will be reviewed periodically so that adjustments may be made when necessary.

The ultimate goal is to find a strategy that will help your child grow either academically or behaviorally by providing more assistance early in school to prevent problems down the road.  Assistance and interventions could come in the form of more instructional time, different curriculum to target specific skills, and/or direct instruction of skills.  In order to give students what they need to catch up to their peers, interventions require flexibility.  Interventions may be delivered in general education setting, in the Title I classroom, or in any setting deemed appropriate.
Speech Therapy
The speech program is offered to students needing speech correction. The therapist is responsible for speech evaluation and scheduled tutoring with students needing the service. No placement is made without parent approval.

 Resource Room
The resource room provides services to children with disabilities. Testing is offered for students needing remediation. Referrals to the program can be made by parents or teachers; however, no student is placed in the program without parent notification and a “Child Study Team” meeting.

Section 504
This civil rights statute requires school to do whatever necessary to make adjustments in a student’s educational program when the student has circumstances which interrupt the student’s education. Parents and school staff work together to formulate a plan to accommodate the continuation of learning. Specific procedures are guided by district policy 3128.

Health

The school is required to comply with the state immunization law, which requires that pupils must have been immunized against diphtheria, pertussis, polio, rubella, and measles the day entering school, unless the parent or guardian has filed legal exemption with the board of trustees.

A complete physical and eye examination is recommended for all incoming kindergarten students. The purpose of this is to identify and problems which would hinder the child in school. 

MEDICATION CAN NOT BE GIVEN TO STUDENTS UNLESS DOCTOR’S ORDERS AND PARENT PERMISSION HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE SCHOOL

1. The medication needs to be in the prescription bottle.

2. Doctor’s orders and parent permission must be provided.

3. The student must give the medication to the school secretary or nurse upon arrival at school. It can’t be placed in lockers of backpacks.

4. No over-the-counter medications can be given at school.

This includes headache medications unless doctor or parental permission is on file at the school.

5. The medication will be given by the school nurse if she is available at the time the medication is to be given.

Nurse’s Hours
The working hours will be from 9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. daily.

If a child becomes ill or is injured at school, parents will be notified. If parents cannot be reached the board empowers the principal to authorize emergency treatment and/or transport the child to the nearest medical facility.

Parents will be notified about a sick child and asked to come for the child.

No sick or injured child shall be sent home unattended. If parents cannot be reached, the child will remain at school until the parents can be reached or until school ends. 

No child with a communicable disease shall be permitted in school nor allowed to remain in the classroom if ill. The school needs and emergency number for your child’s placement if you are out of town or working. 

Health records will be kept as part of the student’s permanent record.

There are outbreaks of head lice and scabies occasionally at our school. Both pests are readily transmitted from one student to another. Should these pests be noted on the child, we will notify the parents of all the children in that class and suggest that they check their children closely. Should these be noticed in more than one class, we will give a general note home to alert you. All students must be cleared by the school nurse prior to re-admittance to classes. Note: Dogs and cats have not been known to carry either scabies or lice that affect humans.

School Insurance
The Plains School District DOES NOT carry medical insurance on students, therefore, we recommend that students be covered by their parents’ policy or that they purchase their own insurance. The high school secretary has forms for student insurance and school sports insurance, which may be helpful, but these do not match the coverage of a full health insurance policy.  Families may be eligible for the Healthy Montana Kids program which is a state funded program that gives insurance coverage to students at no cost.  Please contact the office or building principal if you would like an application.
Lockers and Desks
Students are assigned places for their personal belongings. Responsibility for loss of property must be assumed by the student; however, school officials will do their best to help with lost articles. Fines for damages to desk and lockers will be used if damaged by the assigned student. Inspections may be made at any time by school officials and inappropriate materials will be removed. Confiscated articles may be returned at the discretion of the principal. Locks are optional by student request.

Field Trips
All school-sponsored trips away from school area are privilege. Students (grades K-7) who are behind in their class because of lack of academic effort or with severe behavior problems may not be allowed to travel without the parent or without work completed by the time of the trip.

Bad Weather
Children will be admitted to the building upon arrival during bad weather. Dress your child appropriately, including footwear, caps, and gloves. On rare occasions when the weather or roads are so bad that school must be closed, information about the closure will be broadcast over radio stations KERR and KQ92 as well as television stations KPAX and KECI.  An automated message will also be sent out to the phone number listed as the student’s contact number.

Recess 
 If your child has been ill, you may write a note to the teacher for the child to stay indoors during recess. If there is no note, the child will be expected to go outdoors. 

Staying After School  
When a child is to be detained after school, arrangements will be made by note or phone with the parents. 

Bicycles
Please send a bike lock to secure your child’s bicycle. The school can’t be responsible for theft.

Telephone Use  
Children are permitted to use the telephone in the classroom at a time that is appropriate and does not interfere with teaching time. Messages are taken to your child immediately when receiving a call from you.

School Visits
 Parents are always welcome in the school. We ask that you make an appointment if you wish to have an extended meeting with one of our staff or an extended day in the classroom. Students are not permitted to bring friends that do not attend Plains Public schools to spend the day as guests.
Concerns About Staff or Programs
 Most problems can be resolved by informal discussion between the persons involved; however, if you have taken a concern to a staff member, yet do not feel the problem was solved, the complaint may then be taken to the employee’s immediate supervisor. If it is unresolved at that level, a written complaint describing the problem and the steps you took to solve it may be filed with the superintendent. 

It is extremely important to remember that threats to staff members or children are against state regulations protecting school employees and students. Problems can be successfully resolved if all parties are civil.

Lost and Found
 It is truly a shame to find expensive jackets, hats, gloves, and shoes in our lost and found box… most of which are left unclaimed. Please LABEL your children’s clothing and we can help you get it back. 

Unwanted Items 
 Some children bring things to school that are problems. Items which would be a danger or nuisance to the educational process should be left at home. Some but not all are listed below:

gum or candy                          money


hard baseballs            

           
pets



radios


cell phones
Any weapons (toy or real) 
Ipods


electronic games

valuable toys


chains


Heelies (roller skate shoes)

Bikes, skateboards, rollerskates, rollerblades, scooters, or any wheeled vehicle can be used as transportation to and from school. No other usage on school property at any time. Skateboards must be placed in the principal’s office during the day.
Clothing
 Students are expected to wear appropriate clothing to school. Therefore, low cut shirts, spaghetti strap shirts, tank tops, muscle of beach shirts, halter tops, bare midriffs, bare backed dresses or shirts, and short shorts, skirts or dresses (shorter than fingertips), bandanas are not allowed.  Shorts are not allowed after MEA break until the first day of Spring.  Hoods must be down when in the building.  Clothes with references to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or with obscene language will not be allowed. Hats are not to be worn in the school buildings, Hats are allowed inside the lobby and gym during activities after school. No chains, necklaces, bracelets (metal objects) which can be used as weapons.
Cell Phones

Cell phones are listed as unwanted.  However students still bring these to school.  A cell phone that is being used or played with at any time during the school day will be confiscated.  The phone will be held by the building principal for two weeks unless a parent chooses to pick it up.  A cell phone that is confiscated for a second time will be held by the building principal for two weeks with no option for parent pickup.  Remember:  there is a phone in every classroom and students are welcome to use it at a time that is appropriate.

Cosmetics 

The use of cosmetics (including but not limited to: rouge, mascara, lipstick, eyeliner, perfume, cologne) by K-6 children is discouraged as it creates unnecessary interruptions in the school day. Students who become a distraction will be asked to wash the materials off and surrender them to the reporting teacher or principal. 

Change of Address, Phone, or Custody of a Child
Changes in the child’s home should be communicated to the school. We have legal obligations to both parents in joint custody cases but are willing to provide restrictions if the court has ordered it so. Please provide the school with a copy of the legal document regarding restricted visitation. 

School Curriculum
If there is something in the school curriculum, which is of concern to you, the best thing to do is to share it with your child’s teacher and building principal. The teacher will explain our curriculum requirements. Board policy has a recommended procedure for officially filing a complaint if you wish to pursue the concern. 

Participation In Athletics by Middle Grade Students

These activities are a privilege available only to students who demonstrate good citizenship, satisfactory academic record and good behavior. Students who are under a suspension of any kind may not participate or attend any extracurricular event during the period of their suspension. See “Plains Schools Extracurricular Handbook.” Students who are participating in school sponsored athletics will need to have a 2.0 GPA with no more than one “F” to be considered eligible.  Eligibility is determined at the end of each quarter for participation in the next quarter’s activities.  Fourth quarter eligibility determines first quarter of the next year.  Students who are ineligible at the end of the quarter will be permitted to participate in practice only and will have their grades checked at the three and six week intervals of the next quarter.  If they are academically eligible at that point, they will be allowed to participate.
Activity Tickets
Activity tickets that will allow students into all games and drama presentations will cost $11.00 for students in grades 1-6 and $20.00 for grades 7-12. Adult passes may be purchased also; $45.00 for a single and $70.00 for a couple. Gate prices will be $3.00 for students and $4.00 for adults. Doubleheader prices will be $4.00 for students and $6.00 for adults.
Lunch & Breakfast Prices
All hot breakfast and lunch tickets will be sold in 20 day tickets. The cost of the 20 meal tickets are: Grades K-6=$12 for breakfast and $24 for lunch. Grades 7-12= $12 for breakfast and $27 for lunch. 

An application for free and reduced meals is at the high school office

If you prefer, your child may bring a lunch to school to be eaten in the cafeteria. Half pints of mild may be purchased for $.20 each, either with the exact change in the lunch line, or by payment in advance for a week of month’s milk.

Parents or guardians who visit the school at lunch time may stay to eat hot lunch at the regular adult price of $3.00. Breakfast is $1.55. Student lunches will be $1.20 for grades 1-6 and $1.35 for grades 7-12.

Children are allowed to go home for lunch if the parent writes a note to the school at the beginning of each school year. Otherwise a closed campus is in effect for the students in grades K-7. Students may be checked out for lunch by a parent.

Checkout Policy
 A student should never leave campus without a parent of guardian signing them out at the office. Any student who leaves the school grounds without a parent/guardian signing him/her out at the office will receive a consequence for the behavior.

Before and After School
There is no supervision before 8:00 a.m. on the playgrounds nor is there supervision on the playground after school. General safety rules: Please help us teach the children to cross the railroad tracks, streets, and roads where they will be the safest. Remind them not to accept rides from strangers, nor to approach unknown automobiles. 

Supplies for school
Most teachers will send a supply list from home for those items needed at school. In addition to that list the school recommends an assignment notebook for all students, third grade and above, to keep track of their daily assignments. Students and parents can also check the website for a list of student supplies.
Academic Success
Our students who do best in their studies have help, encouragement, and acknowledgement of their school achievements from their parents.

Grading is done every nine weeks. Personal conferences between parents and teachers are held on an appointment basis at the end of the first grading period. Thereafter, conferences are held at the request of parents. Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher at any time during the school year as needed.

Homework will be assigned for many classrooms. It is used to improve the learning process, to aid in the mastery of skills, and to develop independent study habits needed to succeed in junior high and high school. Although homework is primarily the responsibility of the student, parents can give assistance and guidance if the need arises. 

Grading
Students in kindergarten through third grade will receive reports which indicate satisfactory achievement of the learning objectives. The report cards will define the criteria. Students in grades four through six will be graded on a daily bases for the work assigned. The grades will be determined by averaging the daily grades for a quarterly grade. The following point system will be used:

A= 90-100


C= 70-79


F= 0-59

B= 80-89


D= 60-69

Failure for the year is an average of 59 points of below.

Parents may request to see grades or students record at any time. Parents in grades 4-7 can access their grades through the school web site www.Plainsschools.net and click the Parent Access and Support System button on the right. Usernames and passwords will be sent to students at the beginning of the year.
Honor Roll: Plains Elementary students in grades four through seven will have honor roll calculated at the end of each quarter.  Students in grades four through six will need to have a 3.00 grade point average with no F’s, D’s or U’s to be considered for honor roll.  Seventh grade students will follow the honor roll guidelines set forth by the high school.
Plains Board Policy Manual

2021 Promotion/ Retention of Students

Part I: General Considerations:

Under usual circumstances, elementary students will be promoted to the next grade after successfully completing a year of study, and high school students after completing minimum credit requirements. Additionally, competency levels must be met as described below. Since physical, intellectual, social, emotional, and academic growth may vary from individual to individual; such characteristics may be considered in promotion/ retention decisions. Provisions of an IEP or Section 504 may also modify the procedures outlined in this policy. 

Retention may be considered when any student is not demonstrating minimum academic progress, or when a capable student has refused to follow the prescribed course of instruction ( MCA 10-5-201), or when a high school student has not accumulated the usual number of credits. Regardless of other factors, retention’s central purpose is to improve the likelihood of acceptable academic progress.

Part II: Grades K-8 

For those grades, whenever a student is considered for retention, but no later than the end of the third quarter, the teacher will confer with the principal and parents. Information will be presented to explain why retention is being considered, and parents will be advised on how they might assist the student during the balance of the school year.

At least two weeks prior to the end of the school year, the teacher, principal, and parents will again review the student’s progress and determine whether the student’s needs would best be served by promotion, or by retention. If the parent(s) wish the student be promoted regardless of school officials’ recommendations for retention, the parents(s) will be asked to sign a form reflecting this decision. For the grades listed in this section, this parental over-ride will be allowed one time only. For other grades, no parental over-ride will be allowed.

Achievement Tests

Plains Elementary will be using the MonTCAS, a state assessment, to check academic progress of third through eighth grade students in our district.  These tests will be given during March of each year.  In addition, students will also take the STAR, DIBELS, and AIMSWEB math tests three times throughout the school year.  These scores, along with the MonTCAS, help us determine student needs and any possible interventions.
Review of Student Records

Plains Schools, in compliance with the U.S. State Department of Education guidelines of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, P.L. 93-380, Section 513, has established procedures to implement the rights of parents to have access to their children’s school records. The law also protects student records from scrutiny by unauthorized persons or agents. 
Behavior of Students

Nothing stated or implied in this handbook shall limit the right of school officials to change, modify or include other offenses in any category or take whatever reasonable actions they deem necessary to maintain the safety, welfare or orderly learning environment. In extraordinary circumstances, the penalties and consequences may be reduced or modified.

Montana Law (1997) requires that transfer academic records to new schools include the discipline records.

MCA 20-5-201 is the law which places a foundation under students’ responsibilities in Montana Public Schools. It reads as follows:

1. A pupil shall:

(a) comply with the policies of the trustees and the rules of the school that the pupil attends;

(b) pursue the required course of instruction;

(c) submit to the authority of teachers, principal, and district superintendent; and

(d) be subject to the control of authority of the teachers, principal, and district superintendent while the pupil is in school or on school premises, on the way to and from school, or during intermissions or recess.

2. A pupil who continually and willfully disobeys the provisions of this section, shows open defiance of the authority vested in school personnel by this section, defaces or damages and school building, or harms or threatens to harm another person’s property, is liable for punishment, suspension, or expulsion…. (or for) the cost of repair or replacement.

It is expected that all students will learn honestly, care for others and their property, and will becomes responsible citizens.

Activities and Events Sponsored by the School
Students attending activities at PHS should remain seated in the gym during competition.

Students could be in the lobby during the quarter breaks, halftime, and between games. No loitering other times.

Students are not allowed into the classroom areas during events and competitions. Students may not play on the gym floor at halftime of after the events. 

Student Management

The School Board sanctioned our school wide discipline plan called “Time to Teach.”

Consequences of inappropriate classroom behavior will result in a refocus, a detention, or a suspension depending on the type of misbehavior. Disrespect of others, disrespect of school or personal property, or profanity will result in detention. Violence (physical or verbal), illegal activities, or defiance are absolutes and will result in an out-of-school suspension. Other behaviors that disrupt the learning or teaching within the classroom will result in a refocus.

For emergent misbehavior in the classroom, a simple prompt (the book needs to be open) is given. Non-compliance would require a “refocus” in another place to think about doing it right.

The kindergarten will introduce the program based on “Following directions the first time.” If a student follows…. Great. If they don’t, they go to the “think about it” area to reflect on:

1. What did I do?

2. What should I do?

3. Am I ready to try again? When they are ready to “try again” they will go back to the activity.

Parents will be contacted if help is needed with solutions.

First and Second grade students will use a “refocus” sheet to answer the questions:

1. What did I do?

2. What will I do next time?

3. What will I do when I join the class?
For the academic time missed because of answering the refocus sheet, the student will be asked to miss some recess time to make up work. Again, if further solutions are needed, the teacher will call the parent.

Third and Fourth grade teachers will have the students “refocus” with:

1. What was your behavior?

2. What problem did your behavior cause for you, your classmates, or your teacher?

3. What should you do next time?

4. Are you ready to go back to class?

If a child is missing too much academic time to refocus, they will be asked to attend “Academic Academy” after school on Wednesdays. Parents will be called if these solutions are not working.

Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth grade teachers will have the student “refocus” with:

1. What was your behavior?

2. What problem did your behavior cause for you, your classmates, or your teacher?

3. What should you do next time?

4. What will you do when you rejoin the class?

If a 3rd  through 8th grade student has three or more refocuses in one week, they will be required to attend academy on the next Wednesday from 3:40 to 4:15 (3rd & 4th) and 3:40 to 5:00 (5th through 8th). The parent will be notified and will be responsible for transportation. If a student does not inform the administrator of a need to miss academy, the student will be given a half day in-school suspension the next school day and still be required to serve the academy at a time set by the administration.

For severe problems, parents will be called to remove the student from the school for a period of time as assigned by the administrator. 

Please call and teacher or administrator if you have any questions about our student management program.

· For disrespect for people or property and after school detention is given (1/2 hour).

· For violence, unlawful activity, or outright defiance of an instruction, an “absolute” would require time out of school with a parent to assist with the discipline. 

Please call the school if you have any questions. 826-8600
Absolutes

Absolutes are given for violence (physical or verbal), illegal activity, or defiance. When a student receives an absolute for any of these reasons, the parent or a contact person will be notified. The student will be suspended and sent home for the following periods or time:

	
	1st Offense
	2nd Offense
	3rd Offense

	K-2nd Grade
	½ hour
	½ day
	1-3 days

	3rd- 8th Grade
	1 hour
	½ day
	1-3 days


Continued offenses will mean further suspensions or expulsion, depending on the severity of the situation.

Pop and Candy Machine Rules

1. Absolutely no use of pop and candy machines from 8:00 am until 3:40 pm by grades K-6.

2. Students riding the bus are not allowed to use the vending machines.

3. Students are not allowed in the gym lobby before school. No students K-7 are allowed at pop and candy machines at lunch time. 

Classroom Rules

Rules will vary for each classroom, but will usually be similar to the following. 

1. Respect other. Be kind with your actions and words.

2. Respect school and personal property. 

3. Listen carefully.

4. Follow directions.

5. Work quietly. Do not disturb others who are working.

6. Stay on task as assigned. 

Sixth Grade Campout
In an effort to encourage responsible behavior throughout the year, the sixth grade class has established a system to keep track of each child’s conduct. Infractions that are of “major” consequence will be recorded. After they add to TEN, that child will become ineligible to attend out campout. The kinds of things that we feel deserve this special designation are detentions, academies (three refocuses), and absolutes. An alternate education plan will be worked out for a child not able to attend the camp. 

Harassment, Intimidation, Hostile Environment, Hazing, and Bullying

School Board Policy:
# 3128- Non discrimination: The district shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students and employees without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, marital status, or non-program related physical, sensory, or mental handicaps.

# 2017- Post IV- Section 504, adjustment of educational program

# 2026- Regards handicapping conditions

# 3115- Regards sexual harassment, hostile environment, hazing, intimidating, bullying

# 9018- Use of school facilities

Students who believe they may have been harassed or intimidated should:

1. Not ignore it, because harassment tends to get worse.

2. Let the person know he/she doesn’t like the behavior. Say it will be reported if not stopped.

3. If it doesn’t stop, keep a record or a diary of events as they happen.

4. Report it to the teacher, counselor, principal, or any other trusted person. The report will be handled confidentially and you will receive additional information on how to cope with the situation or:

5. Your may file a written report. Complaint forms are in the school office. This report will be given fast, effective, remedial action.

Consequences for the person who is harassing or intimidating:

If an investigation proves the charges, then depending on the severity of the situation, one of the following courses of action will happen:

1. The students will be given a confidential meeting with parent (or a counselor if parent requests).

2. In situations where there has been severe and persistent intimidation, a suspension or expulsion may occur.

3. In addition, if the student has broken the law, law enforcement may be contacted.

4. Records concerning Title IX offenses will be referred to if further offenses occur.

The above policy includes texting and computer harassment of students.
Behavior Modification Plan

Occasionally, a student will not have learned self-control in the classroom, thereby constantly disrupting the educational process for others. The school and parents may modify the student’s school day until self-control is learned. 

Missing Children Act

A state law aimed at curbing the rising tide of missing children nationwide requires the school to check on any student absence within two to three hours after absence is noticed. 

To help implement this law, our school attempts to contact the home of the absent student during the day of absence. The staff member calling is attempting to determine if the child is sick, at the doctor’s office, or absent for another reason. Parent/ Guardian please call the school on the day of your child’s absence, and report the reason for your child’s absence. Your assistance in helping the school comply with this law is appreciated. 

Attendance

Compulsory attendance: 

If any parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child who is (7) seven years of age of older in any school year shall cause the child to attend the school in which he is enrolled for the school term and each school day. The child may be excused for illness, bereavement, suspension, expulsion, enrollment in another school, or other reason predicted by the policies of the trustees. 

Prearranged Absence 

If a student knows in advance that he/she will be absent for any length of time, arrangements should be made to obtain school work from the teacher and letting the office know of the absence.

Unexcused Absences

· Absences will be considered unexcused: suspension and truancy.

· The teacher will determine whether of not make up work will be counted.

· Truancy is being absent without the knowledge of the parents. This is a serious offense and may involve suspension or other disciplinary action.

Tardiness

Students are expected to be to class on time. If a student arrives late to school in the morning/afternoon, he/she should go directly to the office for an admit slip to class. Students who tend to be tardy will have to make up the time and work with the teacher during academy.

Illness During the Day

Students who become ill should see the school nurse. If she is not there, a school official will take care of the situation. Before a student is allowed to go home, a parent should be notified and arrangements made for transportation. The student needs to sign out in the office. 

School Rules and Guidelines for Student Misbehavior 

	Loss of Privilege
	Wall
	Detention
	Absolute

	Using equipment or games inappropriately.
	Out of playground boundaries.

Minor offense.
	Disrespect for people or property.


	Violence: Physical or verbal.

Unlawful activities. Defiance.


1. The playground will be unsupervised prior 8:00 am

2. Disagreements will be solved peacefully. Contact the duty teacher or a playground supervisor if you need help solving a problem or dispute. (No fighting, pushing, kicking, spitting, name calling, tripping, swearing or petty tattling).

3. Keep hands and feet to self. (No wrestling, rough play or tackling).

4. Respect other people’s property. ( Don’t touch or play with anything that’s not your unless you have permission from the owner).

5. Contact the duty teacher if: a ball goes out of the playground area, you are hurt, there is an accident, you need to go inside for any reason, or you need help solving a problem.

6. Play fair, by the rules, with good sportsmanship, and don’t leave anyone out.

7. Closed campus Gr. K-2 stay inside of fenced boundaries. Gr. 3-7 playground area includes soccer field, play equipment area, basketball courts and baseball diamond. Breezeway with permission of duty teacher only. All other areas off limits. High School vending machines off limits during lunch and recess.

8. Balls: Keep ball off of the school building and play equipment out of the breezeway. 

9. Football: Touch football only. K-8 playgrounds

10. Baseball: Softballs only. (Keep batting area free of students- check before swinging bat.)

11. Swings: Swing sitting down only, one person per swing. Push swing only from back. No underducks, swinging sideways, bailing out, twisting, or saving swings.

12. Monkey bars, jungle gym, climbing bars, spider web: No pushing, kicking, pulling others, or standing on top of bars.

13. Teeter-Totters: Stay seated with only one person on each side at a time. (No banging on ground, walking on them, or jumping off while partner is in the air).

14. Tether Balls: Hit the ball with hands only. (No kicking or hanging on balls).

15. Tag or Chase: Ask if other person wants to play before chasing. Gentle tag only, no grabbing.

16. Food, electronic games, and music devices are NOT allowed on playground.

17. Bikes are to be parked in appropriate bike racks.

18. Throwing any projectiles is forbidden. This includes any  object whose intent in being thrown is to cause harm or damage to someone or something.

19. Spitting is prohibited. Spitting on another person is a citable offense, an absolute and will be aggressively enforced. 

20. Bullying, harassment, stalking, or intimidation is prohibited and may be citable offense by the Police. Punishment will range from a verbal warning to suspension depending on the severity of the problem.

Consequences of Inappropriate Playground Behavior

1. Inappropriate use of equipment or games will result in a loss of that privilege.

2. Repeat offenses of the above, other minor offenses, or being out of the playground boundaries will result in the student spending time on the wall.

3. Disrespect for others or property, profanity, projectiles, wrestling, or three minor offenses in a week are examples of behavior that will result in detention. 

4. Violence (physical), defiance, or illegal activities are absolutes and will result in suspension. 

Wednesday After-School Academy
The purpose of academy is to make up for loss of class time due to refocuses, tardies, or incomplete assignments during the previous week. The parent will be notified prior to the student serving in academy.

Students in the different grades will spend the following periods in academy:


1st- 2nd grades: ½ hour


3rd-4th grades: ¾ hours


5th-7th grades: 1 ½ hours

1. Students must be on time.

2. Students must come prepared to work the entire time on any of their incomplete assignments. Time will be spent reading when work is completed. 

3. Students may not visit, write notes, draw, or rest (sleep).

4. Students may ask the teacher if help with work is needed.

If a student is late or does not show for academy, he/she will then serve a half day of in-school suspension the following day plus make up academy time the following week. If a student misbehaves during academy time, he/she will report to the principal immediately and serve another academy at a time set by the building principal.
Detention

The purpose of detention is to eliminate inappropriate behaviors during school time. Showing disrespect for other or property, throwing snowballs or rocks, wrestling, or three minor offenses in a week are examples that will result in detention. The parent will be notified prior to the student serving this time. 

Students will spend the following periods of time in detention:


1st-7th grades: ½ hour after school

1. Student must be on time.

2. Student must come prepared to work the entire time. Time will be spent reading when work is completed.

3. Student may not visit, write notes, draw, rest (sleep), eat, or drink.

4. Student may ask the teacher if help with work is needed. 

If a student is late or does not show for the arranged detention time, he/she will then serve a half day of in-school suspension the following day plus make up the detention time after school. 

In-School Suspension

In-school suspension may be given for a students failure to serve a scheduled academy or detention. 

1. Students will remain seated.

2. Students will not have any interaction with other students.

If a student fails to follow directions while in suspension, they will be given a detention or further suspension time depending on the severity of the insubordination.
Hallway Rules

1. Enter and exit in an orderly manner.

2. Quiet voices.

3. Walk.

4. Hands to self.
5. Students (K-7) are not allowed in the high school hallways before school or during recess
Bus Rules

1. Stay seated while bus is in motion.

2. Hands, feet, objects to self.

3. Obey all bus/traffic rules.

Lunchroom Rules

1. Same rules as hallway behavior.

2. When seated, leave some space between yourself and others.

3. Remain seated until finished eating.

4. Clean up after yourself.

Consequences of Inappropriate Hallway/Lunchroom Behavior

One or more of the following consequences will be given to the student.

1. Student may be presented with the appropriate “teach-to”.

2. Student may practice appropriate behavior during recess, before of after school.

3. Student may be given a verbal refocus.

4. Student may be given other logical consequences.

5. If a student has repeated misbehavior, he/she will be given a detention.

Acceptable Use of Computers

To Users and Parents/Guardians of Minor Students: Use of the Plains School computers is a privilege and not a right. Please read the following Acceptable Use Regulation and Rules and Code of Ethics for Computer Users carefully.

Through Internet access, Plains School is connected to computers all over the world, offering diverse and unique resources that promote communication, innovation, and excellence in education. Examples of the kinds of information available to Internet users include E-mail communication; news and correspondence with scientists at NASA and other research institutions; the catalogs of the Library of Congress and many university libraries; discussion groups and database on a wide range of educational topics; public domain software and graphics for school use; and the World Wide Web.

Some materials on the Internet may not have educational value. Plains School has taken measures to prevent access to materials that are inappropriate in a school setting. Because of the nature of the Internet, however, Plains School cannot guarantee that the measures will be completely effective. Ultimately, parents/guardians must establish the standards that their children will follow when using the Internet and other media. Plains School believes that the benefits of the Internet access outweigh the acknowledged risks that users will encounter or obtain access to inappropriate materials.

Plains Schools also cannot guarantee the privacy of E-mail and other network communications. The computer system administrator may be required to access users files to maintain system integrity and to assure compliance with the Rules and Code of Ethics. Every effort will be made to ensure the privacy of users files in performing 

maintenance. 

Rules and Code of Ethics for Computer Users

1. Use of Plains School computers must be limited to educational purposes.
2. Users must act in a considerate and responsible manner. Harassing, defamatory, pornographic or obscene language and graphics are prohibited. 
3. Users must respect the right of personal privacy.
4. Users must not use another person’s password or obtain access to another persons file.
5. Users must not place copyrighted materials on the Plains School computer system without the author’s permission. Copyrighted materials exempted by the Fair Use Policy become the responsibility of the user. Only authorized personnel will be allowed to download or install programs onto any computer system.
6. Vandalism will result in termination of a user’s computer privileges. Vandalism is defined as any attempt to harm or destroy property or data or to infiltrate another computer system, including creating or uploading computer viruses.
7. Any user who does not comply with the Rules and Code of Ethics for Computer Users will lose computer privileges for a period of time determined by school personnel. Repeated infractions may result in permanent termination of privileges. Discipline, including suspension of expulsions, also may be imposed on student users in accordance with Plains School policy.
8. Plains School may modify its Acceptable Use Policy and Rules and Code of Ethics for Computer Users as the need arises. Users will be notified of any changes.
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PLAINS PUBLIC SCHOOLS #1
2011-2012 SCHOOL CALENDAR

August 25 & 26, 2011 - Teacher In-service (2 PIR)
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

August 29, 2011 — First Day for Students

September 2 — 5, 2011 — Labor Day Vacation
NO SCHOOL

October 20-21, 2011 — MEA Convention (2 PIR)
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

October 28, 2011 — End of 1% Quarter (41 PI, 4 PIR)

November 2, 2011 - Parent/Teacher Conference 5-8 pam.
(172 PIR)

November 3, 2011 — Parent/Teacher Conference 5-8 p.m.
(112 PIR)

November 4, 2011 — NO SCHOOL

November 23-25, 2011 — Thanksgiving Vacation
, NO SCHOOL

December 23, 2011 — January 1, 2012 — Christmas Vacation
NO SCHOOL

January 12, 2012 - End of 2" Quarter (44 PI, | PIR)

January 13, 2012 — Teacher In-service (1 PIR)
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

February 23-24, 2012 — Winter Break (Divisionals)
NO SCHOOL

March 16, 2012 — End of 3" Quarter (43 PI, 1 PIR)
March 30, 2012 —~ NO SCHOOL

April 6, 2012 — Easter Vacation - NO SCHOOL
April 13, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

April 20, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

April 27,2012 - NO SCHOOL

May 4, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

May 11, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

May 18, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

May 24, 2012 ~ Last Day for Students (41 PI)
May 25, 2012 - NO SCHOOL

May 28, 2012 — Memorial Day Vacation
NO SCHOOL

May 29, 2012 — Last Day for Teachers (1 PIR)
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Parent Signature Page

Computer User Agreement

1. User Agreement

I have read and understand the Plains Schools Acceptable Use Policy and Rules of Ethics for computer users.  I will comply by the rules set forth in the policy.

Date:________________________

Student:_____________________________

2. Parent Permission

I have read and understand the Plains Schools Acceptable Use Policy and Rules of Ethics for computer users.  I grant permission for my minor child to use the Plains School computer system and to access the internet.

Date:________________________

Parent:_____________________________

Receipt of Handbook Verification

In order that we may be sure that all students and parents have received this handbook and are aware of the programs and policies of the Plains Schools, we ask you to please sign below, and return this page to the classroom teacher.

We have received a copy of the handbook and have read and discussed the contents of it.

_______________________________________Parent Signature

_______________________________________Student Signature

Please return to classroom teacher
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