About Mariah’s Challenge Scholarship Program
Mariah’s Challenge Scholarship Program is a private non-profit program operated through Plains Public Schools. It is coordinated through Student Council, the school counselors and the Plains Business Community to generate scholarship funds for students choosing to stay alcohol and drug free. It provides scholarship(s) to Plains High School Seniors who epitomize the ideals of Butte, Montana’s Mariah’s Challenge Program. Mariah’s Challenge is dedicated to the prevention of underage drinking and promoting healthy adolescent lifestyles. The scholarship(s) are based on the student’s adherence to the challenge as well as their character and community service. These scholarships are not based on grades, financial need, or leadership/achievement.

Mariah’s Challenge provides the opportunity for applicants to earn a one-year non-renewable scholarship for $500. Scholarships will be determined and awarded by a scholarship panel made up of donors, school counselor(s) and senior class advisors. A personal interview with the scholarship panel may be required.

Scholarship(s) awards will be sent directly to the institution the student plans on attending the second semester. In order for the recipient to receive funds they must submitted proof of grades from the first semester achieving at least a 2.0 to the counselor(s). The scholarships may be used for tuition, books, fees, supplies, or room and board.

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible, applicants must:

· Be a graduating senior and having been enrolled at Plains High School for at least two full semesters;

· Plan to be enrolled in a  full-time undergraduate program for an entire academic year at an accredited four year college, junior college, trade school or vocational school;

· Have taken Mariah’s Challenge on the official website, (www.Mariahschallenge.com) and must have refrained from drinking since taking the challenge. No applicant will be accepted that has a minor in possession or any other alcohol related offense after February 2, 2008 (the official launch date of Mariah’s Challenge).
· Mariah’s Challenge is simple, “If you are under 21, do not drink and never get in a car with somebody who has been drinking.”

· Have refrained from the use of illegal drugs

Although it is not a requirement for the scholarship, we strongly encourage applicants to become involved with Mariah’s Challenge or any community service organization or activity that promotes healthy lifestyles.

Required Documentation

· Completed Application

· Sealed official high school transcript

· A 300 word (or less) essay titled, “How Mariah’s Challenge has changed my Life.” Also to be included is a description of the applicant’s individual character.
· Two letters of recommendation from adult members of the community

Applications and criteria are available on-line at the Plains School Website www.plainsschools.net under Career Prep Info, under local scholarships. Submit completed scholarship applications to the school counselor(s) by April 1 of each school year.
Mariah’s Challenge Scholarship Application 

First Scholarship issued for the Class of 2010
Due April 1 to Plains School Counselor(s)

Applicant Information

Full name___________________________________________________

             First



Last



Middle

Address   _________________________________________________________________

                 Street or PO Box

City


State      
Zip code

Phone     _____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Date of Birth __________________________Social Security Number _________________

Education Experience & Goals
High School __________________________________________ GPA: ________________









(Must have at least a 2.0 GPA)

Post secondary school planning to attend _________________________________________

Intended field of study ________________________________________________________

List the community service and number of hours you have performed since your freshman year of high school. Additionally, list any honors you have received.

Freshman/Community Service



                                      #of hours_
Sophomore/Community Service




             #of hours_

Junior/Community Service                     




#of hours_
Senior/
Community Service       





#of hours_
Honors Received ______________________________________________________
Disclaimer and Signatures

I certify that the answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. If this application leads to an award, I understand that false or misleading information in my application or interview may result in my disqualification. I also authorize the release of the information in this application to the Mariah’s Challenge Scholarship Committee and any other organization or its representatives to determine eligibility. I understand that if selected as a recipient, my name and likeness may be used in publicity regarding the scholarship. I further understand that full-time enrollment in college, maintaining a 2.0 GPA, as well as living and promoting a lifestyle consistent with the goals of Mariah’s Challenge is a condition of the receipt for any scholarship resulting from this application.
Student signature: _________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________________

