Plains Public Schools #1

Regular School Board Meeting
May 16, 2011
7:00 p.m. - High School Library

PRESENT:


John Holland (via telephone), Ron Warren, Nick Lawyer, Dede Steinebach, Polly Icenoggle, Katy French, Superintendent Thomas Chisholm, and Clerk Virginia Holland
VISITORS:


Jim Holland, Larry McDonald, Viki Spencer, Brittany Spencer, Sydne Connolly, Ken Nelson, Mike Tatum, Brittany Majerus, Tony Banovich, Ed Burnham, Lisa Burnham, Kimberly Joner, Larry Revier, Chris Allen, Shawn Emmett, Sandra Jirasko, Everette Tayman, Dusty Baker, Daphne Boles, Alicia Woods, Jonathan Zigler, Jonathan Tito Burbano, and Lisa French
CALL TO ORDER:

Vice-Chairman Warren called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  
MINUTES:


The minutes of the 4/18/11 regular meeting were approved as presented.





(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.
WARRANTS:


Trustee French voiced her concern with the $23.00 spent to provide dinner for the election workers.  The bills and warrants for May, 2011 were approved as follows:





Payroll Warrants #7261-7310 AND






Claims Warrants #48076-48155 ($362,306.52)





(Lawyer/Steinebach)  French Opposed.  Passed.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

Nelson 


1.  Student Council Advisor Ken Nelson updated the board and audience on the

money raised and projects hosted by the Student Council during the course of the year.  Student Council President Brittany Spencer outlined who makes up this student governing board.  Mr. Nelson thanked Mrs. Earhart for allowing the Student Council to utilize her room for hosting the four dances held throughout the year.  Supt. Chisholm thanked Mr. Nelson and the Student Council for all their hard work and positive impacts they have made on the school. 

Banovich - Track

2.  Tony Banovich, Head Track Coach, informed the board and audience that 19
of the 22 track athletes qualified for the divisional track meet. 

Spencer – Softball
3.  Brittany Spencer, student, informed the board that the softball team qualified

for the divisional softball tournament.

REPORTS:
HS Principal

1.  Larry McDonald, High School Principal, reported that 13 seniors will be awarded approximately $230,000.00 in scholarships.

EL Principal

2.  Jim Holland, Elementary Principal, submitted the elementary newsletter and current student enrollment numbers to the board.  Mr. Holland also informed the board that the elementary spring concert will be held on Tuesday, May 17 and the high school spring concert will be held on Thursday, May 19.
Supt.


3.  Supt. Chisholm updated the board and audience on the following issues:

a.     Supt. Chisholm informed the board that the student plan outlined during the closed session held on April 7 is currently on course.
 b.   The Chamber of Commerce meeting was held at the school with lunch provided by the school food service department.  This meeting served as an avenue to showcase the improvements made in the food service program.
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 c.   Supt. Chisholm reported that the administrative team has been meeting since December to address the budget shortfalls that the district will face for the 2011-12 school year.  A 12-week levy campaign ended with the failure of the voted levy request to help fund next year’s budget.  Since the election, the administrative team has met daily to incorporate the additional funding deficit caused by the failure of the levies in order to make recommendations to the board.  The Office of Public Instruction has not yet released formal budget numbers which will incorporate the actions of the state legislature; therefore, all recommendations are based on estimates.   Mr. Chisholm noted that some of the proposed cost saving measures will be addressed during the upcoming staff hiring recommendations.  Some positions may be recommended that that they not be filled or move to a non-paid status.  The administration has already removed several one-time purchase items from the budget.  Further cost savings recommendations will be to eliminate compensation for the following extracurricular positions:  freshman coaches, one assistant track coach, assistant drama advisor, cheerleading advisor, and one jr. high coach in each of the boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, and volleyball programs.  In addition, cheerleading will be recommended that it become self funded.  A recommendation will also be made to cut Tier II sports funding in half for the 2011-12 school year and in its entirety the following year.  Depending on the outcome of staff negotiations, further cuts may need to be considered including the high school Jobs for Montana Graduates (JMG) program.  Mr. Chisholm thanked Mr. Holland, Mr. McDonald, and Mrs. Holland for their assistance with this difficult process. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Negotiations

1.  Supt. Chisholm noted that the negotiations committee will be meeting early next week.  Trustee French asked whether or not the four-day school week has been discussed.  Supt. Chisholm informed the board and audience that the certified union is pursuing a reduced day calendar and not a true 4-day school week.  The reduced day calendar that is being drafted by the certified union will not decrease the student instruction time. 

Assistant F-Ball Coach
2.  The hiring of the High School Assistant Football Coach was tabled in order to conduct interviews with the three candidates.  Supt. Chisholm responded to a question raised by Trustee French that the school will be offering a varsity football program next year.

NEW BUSINESS:

School Election

1.  The board accepted the Canvass of Vote of the annual school election held on May 3, 2011 as presented.

(French/Icenoggle)  Passed. 
Teacher Resignation 
2.  The board accepted the letter of resignation submitted by Kevin Meredith as Counselor/Teacher effective at the end of the 2010-11 school year.
(French/Lawyer)  Passed.
Trustee French noted that Mr. Meredith did an excellent job with the math program and that he will be missed.  
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Asst. Cook Retirement
3.  The board accepted the letter of resignation/retirement submitted by Melody Williams as Assistant Cook effective at the end of the 2010-11 school year.



(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Certified Staff Re-Hires
4.  After a brief discussion regarding the value of teaching a yearbook class and the availability of Spanish from the digital academy, the board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire the certified staff for the 2011-12 school year as presented.   Included in the recommendations is the postponement of hiring the part-time Special Services Coordinator and Elementary Counselor/Teacher. 



(Lawyer/French)  Passed.

Traffic Ed. Instructor
5.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Raymond Scott Brown as the Traffic Education Instructor for the 2011 summer program.




(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Certified New Hires
6.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Lisa Burnham as the Speech Pathologist (.8 FTE), Tammy Newton as the K-7 Special Education Teacher, and Gregory Newton as the 8-12 Special Education Teacher for the 2011-12 school year pending the outcome of the fingerprint background checks.



(Lawyer/Steinebach)  Passed.

Classified Staff Hires
7.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire the classified staff for the 2011-12 school year as presented with the amendment that Kyle Hermiston be removed as Summer Groundskeeper.  Mr. Hermiston has accepted another position and will not be available.  The accepted recommendations included the non-renewal of Heather Phoenix as Aide, the reduction of one aide, and leaving the elementary secretary position unfilled.



(French/Icenoggle)  Lawyer Abstained.  Passed.

School Nurse

8.  The school nurse hire was tabled.

Spring Coach Hires
9.  The spring coach hires were tabled.

Advisor Hires

10.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Terri Henry as Head Drama Advisor, Brittany Majerus as Pep Band Advisor, and Kristen Cole as Prom Advisor for the 2011-12 school year as presented.  The JMG Advisor hire was tabled.




(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.




Trustee French noted that the drama and pep bands have been very successful this year and attributed this success to the advisors.  Supt. Chisholm informed the board that the funding for the Pep Band Advisor stipend may be supplied by a private donation.   Trustee Lawyer suggested that the funding for the JMG advisor be retained.  Principal McDonald responded that JMG is not a recommended cut at this time; however, the option needs to remain available.

Head BBB Coach

11.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to hire Keith Baker as the High School Head Boys’ Basketball Coach for the 2011-12 school year.



(Holland/Steinebach)  Passed.

Substitutes

12.  The board accepted Supt. Chisholm’s recommendation to approve the list of substitutes for the 2011-12 school year including Sydne Connolly as a volunteer substitute.




(French/Lawyer)  Passed.

Plains Public Schools #1

Minutes – 5/16/11

Page 4


Bus Routes

13.  The board approved the bus routes for the 2011-12 school year as follows:

Route # 1 – 53 miles per day,

Route #2 – 47.8 miles per day,

Route #3 – 45.8 miles per day,

Route #4 – 84.8 miles per day, and

Route #5 – 56.8 miles per day.





(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.


Wildhorse Route

14.  Trustee French voiced her opposition to the Wildhorse Bus Route.  In

addition, Ms. French stated that she had requested a safety report from when the children used to walk back and forth between the campuses.   Principal Holland responded that he did not recall this request but will be able to gather information from the years he has been employed by Plains School.  The board and administration briefly discussed how bus routes are funded.  The board approved the Wildhorse Bus Route for 4 miles per day for the 2011-12 school year.





(Lawyer/Icenoggle)  Icenoggle Opposed.  Passed.


Interlocal Agreement
15.  The board approved the Interlocal Agreement to provide special education

services to Paradise for the 2011-12 school year.  The amount will be determined as soon as the Office of Public Instruction provides budget information stating the amount that Paradise is required to spend for these services.





(French/Icenoggle)  Passed.

Cancel Warrants

16.  The board approved the cancellation of stale-dated warrants as presented.




(Holland/Steinebach)  Passed.


Thank-You

17.  Supt. Chisholm thanked trustees Nick Lawyer and Katy French for their

time and effort given to serve on the board.


New Trustees

18.  The Trustee Certificates were issued to newly elected trustees Ronald

Warren, Sydne Connolly, and Lisa French and the Oath of Office was administered by Kathy McEldery, County Superintendent of Schools.


Chairman of the Board
19.  Dede Steinebach nominated and Lisa French seconded the nomination of

John Holland as Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.  Lisa French nominated and Sydne Connolly seconded the nomination of Ron Warren as Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.  After a ballot vote, Ron Warren was appointed Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year by a vote of 4-2.


Vice-Chairman

20.  Polly Icenoggle nominated Dede Steinbach as Vice-Chairman of the Board

for the ensuing year.  Dede Steinebach nominated Polly Icenoggle as Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.  After a ballot vote, Polly Icenoggle was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year by a vote of 5-1.



Clerk


21.  Virginia Holland was appointed as Clerk of the Board for the ensuing school

year.  

(French/Steinebach)  Passed.


June Board Meeting
22.  The board approved Supt. Chisholm’s request to move the June board

meeting to Monday, June 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library.





(French/Steinebach)  Passed. 
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Special Meeting

23.  Supt. Chisholm noted that a special meeting may be called in order to
address funding issues.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Warren.
The next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, June 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school library.

______________________________
          
__________________________________________ Chairman of the Board



District Clerk
